

1. Why did you choose to study GCSE/A-Level biology at Portadown College

 I chose to study GCSEs and A-levels at Portadown College because that is all I knew at the time. My friends were going there and it was just the easier option to keep studying but it was a great school in its provision of extra-curricular activities, meeting new friends and maturing in preparation for 3rd level education. Also having studied at a 'grammar school' looks good to employers. I chose to continue biology at A-level because I found biology fascinating and wanted to learn more, but I had no idea what career path it would lead me down!
2. What skills/ qualities/knowledge did you gain from your studies of Biology?


Studying at the college helped me mature in self study for university level. I learnt to be independent in revision periods and more reliant on textbooks and evidence than just the classroom notes and lessons, with thanks to my teachers who encouraged question asking and thinking outside of the box. With a greater understanding of what I was learning, essay writing came so much easier. I also learnt basic laboratory skills in biology with thanks to the potato absorptions, plant growing and rat dissections (which is done again at university level, where rats are the lesser of your dissection worries!)
3. After leaving school what did you study in third level education? (If applicable)

3. After leaving Portadown College I studied BSc Hons in Biological Sciences at Queens. I initially started at Newcastle University studying Biomedical Science but I missed the animal physiology side and wasn’t sure the medical route was for me so returned to Belfast. Queens offered a 3 year course with the last year dedicated to a research project. My research project involved investigating a protein of the liver fluke as a possible drug target for the treatment of liver disease but I was also fortunate to have my work published in the Journal of Parasitology.
4. What career path have you been following over the past few years?

4. Having graduated from Queens I have been working for Randox for the past 2.5 years as a research and development scientist. Randox are a local company providing diagnostic tools internationally. My job involves the development of platforms to test for the use of illegal drugs such as Cocaine and Cannabis as well as over-subscribed drugs like anti-depressants and pain killers. Everyday in Randox is different, I can be carrying out experiments in the lab, flying off to Berlin for a conference or visiting customers in Paris to demonstrate the equipment, it is a great experience and a degree in Biology offers many different options. 
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