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1. Why did you choose to study GCSE/A-Level biology at Portadown College?

I always had an interest in the human anatomy and how the systems of the body function, so the option to study this at A- level was always one I was going to take. From early on in my education I always had an idea I wanted to pursue a degree in the medical profession so Biology was a subject which naturally led me in this direction.
2. What skills/ qualities/knowledge did you gain from your studies?

Throughout A -level biology I gained an understanding of how the human body functions and one that remains with me during my studies at university.  Areas of study like respiration, movement of gases, circulatory system have really helped me in my studies at Jordanstown. Working in groups during class time doing practical experiments was a great way to build teamwork skills which I have found essential in university doing group assignments, practical demonstrations and joining in with a team of physiotherapists in a hospital environment.  
3. After leaving school what did you study in third level education? (if applicable)

I'm currently a final year student at University of Ulster, Jordanstown studying a BSc Hons in Physiotherapy. The science based background I got from Biology in Portadown College has helped me greatly in my studies of musculoskeletal management, cardio respiratory rehabilitation, and neurological rehabilitation. A lot of my time is spent on clinical placements throughout hospitals in N.Ireland which has given me the opportunity to put my university based knowledge into practice with real life patients. Later this year I am relishing my next placement with Ulster Rugby where my focus will be on dealing with musculoskeletal injuries and sports medicine.
4. What career path do you hope to follow in the next few years? 
In the next year I hope to become a chartered physiotherapist and gain employment in the NHS somewhere in the United Kingdom. After building up my experience within the NHS I would like to move into a private physiotherapy practice. I have always had a love for sport so rehabilitating elite athletes would be my ultimate goal.
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