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Year left Portadown College: 2009

NOW: 3RD year Ernst and Young Careers Scheme (Auditing)

Why I studied PE:
 
Being able to link practical and academic knowledge is an important skill set to have, PE offered the opportunity to learn this in abundance, which I now use everyday at work. 

 

Also the close link between biology and the biological aspects of PE meant that these courses overlapped and made each other easier.
How PE has impacted on my job:
 
At school, I did chemistry, biology and PE for A level, I found that out of the three subjects PE has had the most relevance to my career path. Every day I am exposed to different scenarios and trends, and I am required to interpret these and write them up. PE has helped me greatly with this as many of the questions in PE both in the class and on exam papers required me to interpret a particular scene/scenario, determine what the correct course of action would be and then either portray this verbally or on paper. 
 
Also, the teaching style adopted by the PE teachers, where students are encouraged to think for themselves and have a go at the answer verbally has helped me in the work place, as I have been praised for my forward thinking and confidence around both clients and senior management.
 
PE has taught me what is required to keep a balanced and healthy lifestyle. Knowing how the body reacts to exercise, I have been able to tailor this around my working to day to ensure that I stay healthy. As it is known that those who are more active have higher energy levels and therefore are more productive at work.
What I'm doing now:
 
I’m currently in my 3rd year of the Ernst & Young degree scheme. The 3rd year is made up entirely of a year long work placement, which is great for the bank balance. 
 
Being out on work placement has really given me a great insight into what kind of work I will be doing when I graduate. I currently work in the assurance branch of EY, doing audit. This entails me going out to different client sites and ensuring what the company has put in its financial accounts is actually correct and that there is no fraud occurring within the business. 
 
I have worked on clients ranging from Nuclear Power Plants, to School Uniform providers and BET Fred who now owns the TOTE at the horse racing. As a company EY has other major clients like BP, Google, Twitter, Facebook, Groupon, Apple, Zynga.
 
With EY being one of the 'Big Four' accounting firms in the world, the opportunities for travel around the world are limitless. 

 

Well auditing isn't exactly an action packed sport, where photos can be taken. So, instead of that, here are the rewards of working. Chilling in Spain, days out to the races and rugby matches. 
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