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Name: Nikki Graham (nee McTrustry)
Years studied at PC - 1993-1997 (yikes!)

Job: Northern Ireland Ombudsman’s Office 

as an Investigating Officer
Why A-Level Biology?

I chose to study A-Level biology as I thought that it would be beneficial for what I wanted to study at university.  I always wanted to study PE, and at the time PC didn't offer GCSE or A-Level PE, so biology was the most logical option.  I also did A-Level Geography and English Lit.

What skills did I gain?

Although A-Level biology wasn't necessary for entry onto the PE degree at Jordanstown at that time, it was really helpful when it came to the science modules.  My class-mates who hadn't studied A-Level biology really struggled in these modules.

What path did I take in 3rd Level Education?

BSc (Hons) Sport, Exercise & Leisure Studies @ UUJ

MSc Management & Professional Development @ UUJ

MRes Social Research Methods @ QUB

Oh yeah - and I met my husband while studying PE at UUJ!  Brian was the year below me and officially designated to me as my sports studies "son".  I was supposed to look after him for his first year at uni - well, I'm still looking after him and our two lovely children!  He's a PE teacher in Clounagh Junior High School.

What was my career Path?

I always thought I wanted to be a PE teacher, but during my degree I worked for a year at the Sports Council for Northern Ireland.  This showed me that there were other options out there for my degree, and that teaching was not necessarily for me.  After finishing my undergraduate degree, I got the opportunity to study for a Masters degree in management at UUJ.  This course was EU funded, so it was the perfect opportunity to gain another qualification whilst trying to figure out what to do.  When I graduated from this course, I started applying for jobs.  During my undergraduate and post-graduate studies I always enjoyed the research and information management modules (sad), and so I applied for jobs in these areas.  I was successful in getting a job in the civil service in 2002 as a Statistician.  I initially worked in the NI Courts Service doing their stats, and later moved to the Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure, where I did government stats on (amongst other things) sports participation in Northern Ireland.  While I worked in DCAL I studied part-time for a Masters in Social Research Methods.  In 2009 I changed jobs, and I now work in the Northern Ireland Ombudsman’s Office as an Investigating Officer.  I investigate complaints against the health service.  I'm on secondment from the civil service, and I love my job.  It took me a while to get to where I am, but each link in the chain has been connected in some form or another
