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I attended Kainos code-camp during the summer (28th July - 8th August) of  2014. It was a 
free event in Belfast where I would learn how to develop my own android app using MIT 
App inventor, as well as participate in workshops relating to other areas of software 
development including; Java, Swift (iOS), Python, UX (User Experience) Design and 
working in the ICT industry.  The event was ran and organised by a well established and 
renowned software development firm based in Belfast, with notable projects such as their 
Evolve project, in which they aim to digitalise medical records for use between hospitals. 
 
I learned about Code-Camp through a trip to one of Kainos’ code show events last year, 
which I attended through my involvement with the College’s programming club. At the time I 
was considering which university degree I was going to pursue, of which Computer Science 
was a strong contender. Therefore, the opportunity to experience software development  
first-hand through the development of my own android application with the help of one of 
Northern Irelands leading software development firms was one that I felt should not be 
ignored, and one which I knew would influence my decisions as to whether or not to study 
Computer Science at University. Therefore when ticket applications open in July, I was one 
of the first ten people to reserve my spot. 
 
Following the formalities of the first day and meeting my fellow Team Doughnut members 
(each version of Android is named after a sweet/dessert, therefore so where the teams). 
The first week of the camp was primarily focused and learning app inventor and proposing 
app ideas. There were also daily ‘breakout’ sessions where mentors would talk to us about 
different areas of software development and working in the ICT industry. Of these I 
particularly enjoyed the two on Java, Swift (iOS programming language) and HTML (Web-
based programming) as the mentors allowed us to type in our own code and see how it 
worked. The second week was focused on developing my app. I decided to develop a 
psychological app titled “Persona”, this was a questionnaire based app where users 
personality type and stress index score where calculated based on their responses. Users 
could then create their own profile, complete with the option to add their own photograph. 
My app was selected as a finalist app, in which I presented by app in a 5 minute 
presentation to a panel, which consisted of staff members from Kainos and Belfast 
Metropolitan College. I also received a special award for being charismatic and helpful 
throughout the event.  
 
My decision to attend Code-Camp was one of the best decisions in my life. It allowed me to 
meet other like minded individuals who are also looking to get into the Software 
Development industry, and who I still maintain contact with to this day. It also allowed me to 
bridge the gap between ICT taught in the classroom, and software development in a real 
environment. Most importantly, it solidified my decision to apply for a place in a computer 
science degree and pursue software development as a career. It taught me to approach 
problem solving in a unique and different way, allowing me to break-down solutions into 
smaller steps in order to reach a logical and complete result. If I had the opportunity, I 
would easily choose to experience this again. 
 
If you are in years eleven to fourteen (fifteen years old to eighteen years old) and have any 
intention of working in ICT, or if like me you are unsure if a career in Software development 
is for you, please consider attending code-camp. It is a decision that you will not regret. 


