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Updating the Dickson Plan: the SELB Proposals Consultation Leaflet
FAQs:

Will this destroy the Dickson Plan?

Yes. This will lead to comprehensivation of all post 14 schools, which is contrary to the principles of the Dickson Plan.

Is this the end of grammar education?

Yes. This will remove selective grammar school education from the entire Craigavon / Tandragee area. 

Will this release funding for building new schools?

The Board is correct in stating that this will not guarantee that funding for new schools will be approved. 

Is this the plan of the Department / Minister of Education?

The Colleges are in possession of minutes of meetings, obtained through Freedom of Information requests, exposing The Department of Education and the Minister for Education’s direct engagement with the architects of this plan.

Is this just about money? 
No. This is the outworkings of a political and ideological agenda to impose comprehensive models of education across Northern Ireland. 

Why has the SELB allowed this situation to develop?

The SELB has failed to address longstanding accommodation issues within the System.

Has the Board allowed Craigavon Senior High School to run up a deficit?

The Colleges question what measures, if any, the SELB has taken to address the alleged projected deficit.
Are there any alternatives?

Yes. Either the retention of the status quo (with new builds for the Colleges and CSHS) or Option B (involving the creation of a single site CSHS) which the Board has described as both educationally and economically viable.

Is the Board still willing to consider alternative proposals?  
The Colleges hope that the Board will honour its commitment to consider alternative proposals.

Has the Board already made up its mind?

Regrettably the SELB and DE had agreed to amalgamations outlined in their proposals before any consultation regarding Options A and B.  The Colleges hope that the SELB will now reconsider its position, genuinely listen to the community and respond positively to their wishes.

