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Portadown College has established an
enviable reputation as a centre of
academic excellence with a friendly
and positive atmosphere. We are proud
to present our Prospectus for the
forthcoming year which gives a real
flavour of what our College is all about.

Whether you are currently studying in one of our local

schools, or if you are new to the area, we aim to welcome

you and deliver a first class, relevant, challenging and

rewarding educational experience which will help you

achieve your long term goals. Strong academic and pastoral

support are supplemented by extensive extra-curricular

provision covering sports, school trips and many other clubs

and societies which aim to enrich your time with us.

Portadown College is a very special place which we

affectionately refer to as “PC”. We look forward to welcoming

you here and assisting you to achieve your full potential

during these vital years in your education.

Mr S. Harper, Principal

Welcome
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Students know they are cared for and are
expected to work hard and achieve high
standards in everything they do in preparation
for their role as responsible, independent,
confident and thoughtful adults and citizens.

Whilst providing students with the courses they
need to gain qualifications for higher or further
education and the world of work, we aim to
do so in a unique environment specialising in
this stage of education.

We are cognisant of the need to provide for our
students opportunities to be increasingly
responsible for their own learning, managing
their own time and taking informed decisions
about their futures. However, we also
recognise the need for high quality structured
teaching and specialist careers and pastoral
guidance so as to help each young person
reach his or her potential.

Portadown College has a long and proud
history. Our students have a reputation for
academic success, charitable giving and self-
discipline, of which we are proud. We want

students to enjoy their time with us at ‘PC’.

In addition to the broad range of GCSE and A
level subjects on offer, students are
encouraged to take advantage of the vast array
of other qualifications, clubs, societies,
educational visits and performances and get
involved in wider College life. We value all
learning, not just examination results.

Portadown College is more than a school. It is
a College community; we aim to value and
celebrate the individual whilst being aware of
our interdependence. Our College values unite
us as does our pride in our reputation. Our
campus is large and enjoys a striking elevation
spanning the Killicomaine and Gilford Roads in
Portadown. The site affords breathtaking views
over the surrounding countryside and the
grounds are punctuated by beautiful, mature
trees and other foliage.

Success is celebrated as a community. We
recognise that too easily in such a large College
success can go unnoticed so we aim to share it
with all members of our community.

Portadown College Ethos
Founded in 1924, Portadown College is a selective, academic
post-14 school which takes pride in its excellent reputation,
friendly atmosphere, sense of community and the very good
relations enjoyed between our staff, students and parents.

4
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Our Values
Our College motto:
Fortiter et Humaniter (With Courage and Courtesy) underpins our four core values of:

• nurturing the individual;

• serving our local and global community;

• encouraging lifelong learning;

• respecting ourselves and others.

Our Aims
Our aims flow from our ethos and core values and they are explained below.

Academic and Personal

• To ensure that all students strive to achieve their full academic, personal, moral, spiritual and social
potential.

• To provide each student with access to, and the necessary individual support for, a range of studies in

order to acquire the relevant qualifications for Further and Higher Education and the world of work.

• To facilitate the continuing professional development of all our staff.

• To encourage a culture of celebration of success in all we do.

Extra-Curricular
To enthuse our students to get involved in a very wide range of activities to promote the qualities of
self-discipline, integrity, competitiveness, initiative, courtesy, independence and self-confidence.
To encourage each individual in our College community to take responsibility for his/her role as a citizen
by seeking to improve the lives of others.

Partnership
To maintain and develop the key relationship between home and school to ensure the very highest
standards of support and achievement for all our students.
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Activities and Special
Achievements of Portadown
College Students 2010-2011

Some more noteworthy achievements and
activities:

AIR TRAINING CORPS
The Air Cadet Squadron visited RAF Woodvale near
Liverpool where they had experience of learning
flying skills such as aerobatics. Johnny Hewitt and
Jordan Wilson achieved Gliding Scholarships with
664 Volunteer Gliding Squadron based at
Newtownards Airfield, Co. Down. In the syllabus
examinations, the College Squadron scored top
marks and won the coveted Scotland and Northern
Ireland Regional Training Trophy, beating
Gordonstoun Public School in Morayshire. One
cadet, Keith Greer, achieved Credits and Distinctions
in every test and several cadets gained their BTec in
Aviation Studies, an award which is worth two extra
GCSE passes.

ART
Rachel Calvin had her A Level Art work selected to
be exhibited in the CCEA True Colours Exhibition
which showcases the work of the top Art candidates
in Northern Ireland. Chloe Bell and Sarah Hewitt
also had work short-listed.

BIOLOGY
Year 11 Biologists entered the UK Biology Challenge,
run by the British Biology Olympiad, and won 5
Gold, 1 Silver and 2 Bronze Awards. Three students
were Highly Commended and one was
Commended.

CHARITY
The annual Senior Citizens’ Concert and supper
reinforced the strong links with the local community

which is an important part of the ethos of Lifeline,
the College’s charity organisation. Lifeliners
enthusiastically raised funds, through activities such
as selling dingbat sheets, holding a coffee morning
and staging a rock concert, in order to pay for a
Santa Trail for nearly 200 children from local primary
schools at Christmas. Unfortunately, the second day
had to be cancelled because of snow which was a
disappointment to all who had made such an
enormous effort and organised the events in
meticulous detail. However, the first day was a
huge success and was enjoyed by both College
students and the younger participants. The annual
Christmas Quiz went ahead and ended the term on
a light-hearted note with a considerable sum being
raised for charity.

Year 12 enjoyed the annual Fair Trade breakfast to
highlight the importance of being ethical consumers.
A non-uniform day and other activities raised money
for Children in Need in November.

Four Year 13 boys bravely shaved their heads and
raised over £1500 for Fields of Life and Macmillan
Cancer Support.

The snow in December meant that the planned tug-
o-war had to be postponed until February. This
venture was organised to raise funds for the Neal
Turkington Nepal Project in memory of a former
student, Lieutenant Neal Turkington, First Battallion
Royal Gurkha Rifles, who was tragically killed in
Afghanistan in July 2010. The money from the fund
will refurbish a school in Nepal in memory of
Lieutenant Turkington.

The school was named as the top controlled grammar school in
Northern Ireland in 2010, according to a survey based on 2009
academic results published in the Irish News.

DEBATING
There are great expectations of the Senior Debating
Team after their triumph at the UK Final of the
Business and Professional Women’s Debating
Competition in 2010. Two of that team, Richard Hill
and Jane Balmer, have so far reached the third round
of the Northern Ireland Schools’ Competition. A
team of Year 12 girls, Anna Wilson, Sarah Mulholland
and Sara Shuaib, competed in the Business and
Professional Women’s Competition where they won
the local heat. They went on to compete in the
Northern Ireland Final in February.

DRAMA
The annual school play in November was Daisy Pulls
It Off and it proved to be a resounding success. Set
in a posh “gels’” school between the wars, it
provided an opportunity for students to display a
wide range of talents in many different areas such
as acting, technology, hairdressing and marketing
etc.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S
AWARD SCHEME
24 students achieved their Bronze Awards and 22
students were presented with their Silver Awards.
In a new venture, a dedicated and enthusiastic
group of 17 students are currently working towards
their Gold Awards; they will undertake their
expedition in Donegal in the third term.

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
Joanne McNeill was placed 2nd in CCEA A Level
Health and Social Care.

HOME ECONOMICS
Danielle Lockhart was placed 2nd in CCEA A Level
Home Economics.

ICT
Lauren Cornett was placed 2nd in CCEA GCSE ICT.

JOURNALISM
The Journalism Club have had articles by Jane
Balmer, Rebecca Dillon and Keir Crozier printed
regularly in the Irish News teen page called
Unplugged. Contributions have also been made to
the Student Goes to Press feature in the Portadown
Times.

MATHEMATICS
A team of talented mathematicians, Ben Frazer,
Chuer Zhang, Sarah Mulholland and Gary O’Reilly
competed in the Queen's University Mathematics
Challenge and, for the second consecutive year,
Portadown College students were placed 2nd in
Northern Ireland. Mathematicians in Years 11 and
12 entered the UK Intermediate Mathematics
Challenge winning 7 Gold, 13 Silver and 19 Bronze
Awards.

MOVING IMAGE ART
Kathryn McClure repeated her success at AS Level by
being placed 1st in CCEA A Level Moving Image Art.
Katharine Holland was placed 3rd in the same
examination.

MUSIC
Katharine Holland was placed joint 2nd in CCEA A
Level Music. The Autumn Concert and Speech Day
performances by choirs and orchestra impressed
their audiences and the Chamber Choir were voted
as giving the top performance in the Choirs at
Christmas event in the Ulster Hall in December.

SCRIPTURE UNION
PCSU started the year with the popular Teachers’
Panel where teachers were grilled on their faith. Mr
Atkinson, Mr Dunlop and Mr Grant stood up well
under the pressure. There were many speakers,
from locals such as Mr Morris, to people from other
countries. Crown Jesus Ministries helped with a
series called Shine, Darren Mulligan and band played
to three hundred students packed into the Assembly
Hall and In Flame played and testified.

TRIPS
In September, there was a very successful History
trip to the Somme and Paris. The adverse weather
conditions in November tested the resilience and
patience of the Travel and Tourism staff and students
who, nevertheless, managed to organise and
undertake a trip to London. In December the Art
and Religious Studies Departments visited Rome
with a party of students for four days of exploring
the numerous highlights of the Eternal City. There
were many other field trips and cultural visits
throughout the year including Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme expeditions, an ATC trip to RAF
Woodvale in Liverpool for flying experience, a
number of theatre outings and a Music trip to hear
Handel’s Messiah in the Waterfront Hall just before
Christmas.
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Achievements in Sport
Emma Willis of Year 12 is an outstanding athlete and amongst the medals she has won is the 100 metres Gold
from the Celtic Games held in Athlone. Emma won the race in a time of 12.6 minutes. She also competed in
the Northern Ireland and Ulster Championships where she came first in the 100 metres and second in the 200
metres. Emma won a third medal at the Irish Interprovincial Schools’ Competition, held at Tullamore, where
her team won the Bronze. In September, Emma competed at the UK School Games in Birmingham where she
came 5th in the 4x100m Relay.

In addition to these achievements, Emma broke the College’s Intermediate Girls’ 100 metres record in the
summer term. The previous school best had stood since 1975 and the former record holder later contacted the
school to congratulate Emma on improving on her time in this event.

Another College record fell at the Ulster Championships when Adam Magowan ran a time of 2.05 minutes in
the 800m Intermediate Boys’ Race. Adam finished in 5th place in the race which is very commendable
considering the strength of the competitive field, most notably the current UK Schools’ Games Champion. Adam
was also placed third in the District Championships in Monaghan.

Football
Christian Stewart of Year 11 was part of the Northern Ireland Schools’ Under 16 squad which participated in the
Victory Shield Internationals against Scotland and Wales in October/November. This was particularly impressive
as most squad members are Year 12.

The College Under 15 team made their debut in the Mid-Ulster U15 League with a well deserved 3-0 victory
over St.Brigid’s, Armagh.

Luke McCullough was awarded a three year contract with Manchester United which involved a professional
contract for the third year.

Hockey
Jamie Wright and Neil Gilmore played for Ulster Under 18 and had trials for Ireland Under18.

Penny Joyce played on the successful Ulster Under 16 Hockey Squad, which beat Leinster to win the
Interprovincial Tournament played at Alexandra College, Dublin. The Under 16 boys’ team won the Taylor Cup.
Lucy Joyce and Claire Newell were on the SELB Under 17 side while Emma Willis and Penny Joyce were on the
SELB Under 15 team.

The girls will go on a Hockey Tour to Holland in March 2011.

Rugby
David Busby, Ryan Calvert, Matthew Trouton, Nathan Montgomery and Alex Forbes trained with the Ulster
Under 17 Squad and will take part in the Interprovincial Series.

Ross Purvis, Matthew Goodland and Ben Matchett were included in the Under 16 Regional Development Squad.

Show Jumping
Alex Buller came 4th in the All Ireland National Championships.

11

Swimming
Jordan Leckey was on the Senior Ulster Swimming Team where he competed at the Interprovincial
Championships.

Volleyball
Ryan Caddell was captain of the NI Under 18 Schools’ Team where the College was also represented by Jack
Clarke, Nathan Heyburn, Stephen Irwin and Jordan Watson. These students played at an exhibition match to
promote Volleyball prior to the Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

Rebecca Allister and Lucy Joyce took part in Volleyball at the UK School Games.
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Senior Prefects 2010-2011
We, as a College community, value greatly the importance of success in external examinations. We also,
however, value one another. Students become involved in the strategic life of the College by being chosen
as Prefects and Senior Prefects by College staff and students.

Speech Day
I have been struck by the sense of pride which past and current students have for “PC”; in
truth this is because the school is a happy school, one which genuinely nurtures the individual
and is simply a good place to be.

This year has been special because, as many of you will be aware, Portadown College was
ranked as the top controlled grammar school in the Province in a recent Irish News league
table. Clearly Portadown College is meeting the needs of our students through high quality
teaching and learning, extensive provision and appropriate pastoral support. All of the
successes noted have required considerable application and dedication from our students.

One aspect of our young people which is of course not so well documented or indeed
subject to statistical analysis is the type of people they are when they leave us. By this I
mean those all important values and attributes such as good manners, courtesy, appearance
and communication skills which are vital in modern life both in terms of employment
prospects and in the ability to get on with others. I firmly believe that our academic
outcomes, coupled with our high expectations of behaviour and manners, will ensure
continued success for our students wherever they find themselves. I too believe that being
a well-balanced, thoughtful and considerate individual also leads in some measure to
personal contentment and fulfilment. The young people of Portadown College are second
to none and provide much hope for the future in which they will play pivotal roles and
shape our society; believe me, we are in good hands.

“

”

12 13

Pictured: Mr Harper with the Senior Prefects: Luke Adamson, Matthew Topley, Richard Hill, Naomi Ellis, Charis Irwin and Gillian King

Pictured: The Chief Constable of the PSNI, Matt Baggott, CBE, QPM and the Mayor of Craigavon, Alderman Stephen Moutray with
the platform party at Speech Day, 2010. Included are Mr Harper, Principal, Mr Aiken, Chairman of the Board of Governors, Mrs Greer
and Mr Atkinson, Vice Principals.

Extract from Mr Harper’s Speech Day address in October 2010
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Supporting Student Achievement
At GCSE Level 2273 exams were entered by 214 students. Once again the performance far outstrips the NI
average in all of the key measures, for example 93.4% of grades were at A* - C where the average figure
in the Province is 76.3%. 98% recorded 5+ passes at grades A* - C. Lauren Cornett was placed 2nd in CCEA
GCSE ICT out of a total entry of 7705. Portadown College is developing a system of measuring “value added”
to allow a culture of target setting to permeate the life of this high-achieving College.

Benchmarking data used in internal data analysis includes rank order from Junior High School, cognitive
ability scores from Year 11 and average GCSE score. Measuring how well our students have performed in
external examinations, after their four or two years with us, is an important indicator of both the level of
success of our students and of Portadown College. We compare ourselves honestly with schools of similar
intake and seek to improve on our previous best whilst celebrating our successes.

Caring for our Young People

Pastoral care is concerned with promoting students’ personal and social development and fostering positive
attitudes to learning through the quality of teaching and the good relationships amongst students, teachers and
others. The arrangements for monitoring students’ overall progress (academic, personal and social) through
the support system are a vital element of our pastoral care.

We aim to create a caring, supportive and purposeful atmosphere which ensures that each student will feel
that he/she has a unique and valued contribution to make to the College.

Staff contribute formally and informally to caring for students through contact in registration periods, classes
and extra-curricular activities. All staff take responsibility for monitoring students’ progress and share with the
student in the review and support system. Administrative staff support the teaching staff in monitoring
attendance records and other issues of a pastoral or medical nature.

A team of Pastoral Year Heads has specific responsibility for the induction and welfare of the students; they
form a vital link in the management of the school, liaising closely with registration staff, subject teachers,
Heads of Department and parents on all aspects of students’ welfare. Induction and Progress Review evenings
for parents provide opportunities for good home/school liaison and partnership.

I was quite nervous about starting the College at first and becoming the
“babies” of the school all over again. I loved Year 10 in Killicomaine and I
wasn’t sure how the College would compare to it. Everyone was very
helpful on the first day and it helped having the Induction Day in June so we
had some idea as to what the school was like.

I found it very easy to make my way around the school and I like the
independence of having my own timetable. Being in lots of different classes
with different people is a great way of getting to know new people. I like
going to Choir and Lifeline, and SU is brilliant at the College.

Overall, I enjoy being at Portadown College although it is a lot of hard work!

Hannah Cadden, Year 11

“

”
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PC Student Forum - giving the students a voice

The Portadown College Student Forum took its first steps in 2010. Selection of pupils happens in Year 11
and Year 13 with pupils taking a place on the Forum Council for a period of 2 years. The Forum aims to be
up and running fully in 2011/12. This Forum is vital as the student voice can be heard by those who run
the school and it provides the opportunity for students to have a say in important decision-making processes.

Supporting Our Students...

We, as relatively new students to the school, feel that the staff and other
pupils have welcomed us warmly into College life. We have been treated
with the utmost respect and have been trusted with more responsibility.

Jamie Johnston, Gavin Ferguson and Paul Cahoon
Year 11

“ ”

Subject Entries A* A B C D E F % A* - B %A*- CArt

Art & Design 31 3 9 13 6 0 0 0 80.6% 100.0

Biology 189 24 55 57 50 3 0 0 72.0% 98.4%

Chemistry 103 9 29 30 28 3 3 1 66.0% 93.2%

D&T Graphic Products 24 13 6 1 1 3 0 0 83.3% 87.5%

Design and Technology 36 4 10 14 5 3 0 0 77.8% 91.7%

Drama 21 1 6 8 5 1 0 0 71.4% 95.2%

English Language 213 7 52 99 5 0 5 0 0 74.2% 97.7%

English Literature 191 24 45 75 41 6 0 0 75.4% 96.9%

French 123 18 19 28 29 21 7 1 52.8% 76.4%

Geography 73 9 19 21 15 8 1 0 67.1% 87.7%

German 31 1 4 7 6 11 2 0 38.7% 58.1%

History 87 12 41 22 9 2 1 0 86.2% 96.6%

Home Economics 50 6 11 29 4 0 0 0 92.0% 100.0%

Information Technology 136 31 67 24 7 7 0 0 89.7% 94.9%

Journalism 20 0 0 3 11 5 1 0 15.0% 70.0%

LLW 213 19 85 72 28 7 1 1 82.6% 95.8%

Mathematics Additional 46 8 14 16 5 1 2 0 82.6% 93.5%

Mathematics 213 29 51 82 43 8 0 0 76.1% 96.2%

Music 30 5 12 12 1 0 0 0 96.7% 100.0%

Physics 86 9 17 25 27 8 0 0 59.3% 90.7%

Religious Studies 43 5 16 11 8 2 1 0 74.4% 93.0%

Science: Astronomy 6 1 3 1 0 1 0 0 83.3% 83.3%

Spanish 75 10 14 18 24 8 1 0 56.0% 88.0%

Sport/PE Studies 67 20 21 15 7 4 0 0 83.6% 94.0%

Percentage per grade 12.72% 28.76% 32.42% 19.46% 5.55% 0.95% 0.14%

Cumulative % 12.72% 41.48% 73.90% 93.36% 98.91% 99.86% 100.00%



www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

Each student has a Group Tutor with whom they shall develop a close relationship in the registration,
administration and pastoral session each morning. Two Pastoral Year Heads oversee the work of each of
the years and seek to support students, identify problems early and communicate effectively with parents.

Support and Guidance:
• 780 students;
• each with a group tutor whom they meet each morning;
• personal development classes for all students once a week;
• each student has a Pastoral Year Head who monitors carefully their progress.

Group Tutors:
• help students settle into College life;
• build relationships with students;
• deliver a personal development programme.

Pastoral Year Heads:
• review overall progress;
• support students at times of personal difficulty;
• liaise with home.

Subject Teachers:
· give much advice in class on how to approach learning in their subjects;
· provide additional advice and support as required by individuals;
· are subject experts, highly qualified graduates and ‘A’ Level teaching specialists.

Careers Teachers:
• ensure the Careers Library is well stocked and reference materials are contemporary;
• organise university visits;
• guide students to useful sources of information;
• arrange and undertake Careers interviews;
• prepare students for UCAS entry and other university entry systems;
• organise Careers events in the College to help inform students’ pathways;
• support students when examination results are published.

SENDO Co-Coordinator
Portadown College welcomes applications from academically able students who meet the entrance criteria
and is committed to ensuring that students with disabilities or learning difficulties are treated fairly and all
reasonable adjustments are made to ensure they are not disadvantaged.

If a young person has a specific disability our Co-ordinator will work with the family to build an
understanding of how we can help.

COUNSELLING
A Counsellor is available for consultation by students on a strictly confidential basis.

CHILD PROTECTION
The principles and philosophy which underpin our work with children are those set out in the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UK Agreement in 1991) and enshrined in the Children (NI) Order 1995 (effective
from November 1996). In particular the principle we support is that every young person has the fundamental
right to be safe from harm and that those looking after them should give proper care to their physical,
emotional and spiritual well being.

The young person’s welfare must always be paramount and Portadown College, having the best interests
of the young people at heart, is committed to offering a protective, supportive and safe environment.

Guidelines for Child Protection are clearly set down by the SELB and the Department of Education and form
the basis of our School Policy and Procedures. Parents may access this information at any time and an
explanatory leaflet is distributed annually.

The purpose of the guidelines on Child Protection is to protect our students by ensuring that everyone who
works in our College: teachers, non-teaching staff and volunteers, are provided with clear guidance on the
action which is required where abuse or neglect of one of our students is suspected. Our overriding concern
as caring adults must be the welfare and safety of all of our young people.

We must also ensure that staff avoid situations where their actions can be questioned and so guidance is
provided through an appropriate Code of Conduct.

DRUG EDUCATION
Department of Education regulations require schools to publish a statement of the College’s policy in relation
to drugs education.

Dealing meaningfully with drugs and drug related issues involves the whole College community including
teaching and other staff, governors, parents, young people and relevant support agencies. The College
condemns and prohibits the possession of, use of, and dealing in drugs and drug related substances.

In the College, we maintain a positive ethos, with the emphasis placed on the personal responsibility of the
individual in making informed choices. Drug education will be in the context of our continuing pastoral
support structure, Personal and Social Education programme, Religious Education and specially focused
conferences.

A detailed and recently reviewed policy statement on Drug Education is available on request.

REPORTING & SUPPORT
The progress of students is carefully and consistently monitored through regular observation, assessment
and testing. In addition to the term and trial examinations an ongoing review and support programme
identifies students who are having difficulties or who seem to be making insufficient progress. This
programme involves students, staff and parents and assists students in reflecting on their progress and
achievements and areas where they need to improve. The Learning Support Programme seeks to give
assistance to groups of students who are seeking to raise levels of achievement. Formal reports are issued
twice yearly.

Parents are expected to give their full support to actions deemed necessary by the College to enhance their
child’s progress.

The Parents’ Evenings coincide with the issue of reports.
16 17
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BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT POLICY
There are statutory and legal obligations on school authorities to ensure the health and safety of every
person learning or working within the College. The College has a written policy on Behaviour Management
and a copy of the Code of Conduct is given to every student. This Code of Conduct in essence contains
straightforward advice to students to be sensible, considerate and polite. We stress that such instructions
are for the safety of all and the efficient organisation of the College. Behaviour Management operates at
a positive level and mutual trust is encouraged between students and staff; appropriate sanctions are
available and used when required. We believe that the best discipline is self-discipline and we expect the
full co-operation of parents in supporting the school in maintaining high standards of behaviour within
school and also when students are travelling to and from school, visiting restaurants at lunch-time or when
representing the College. This policy is available on request.

ATTENDANCE
Very regular attendance at school is regarded as essential for satisfactory academic progress. Attendance
and punctuality are recorded electronically and closely monitored. Attendance figures and reasons for
absence are now recorded in detail for each student.

Poor attendance is invariably linked with under-achievement at school and parents should always try to plan
family holidays during school holidays.

Sixth Form students may apply for Educational Maintenance Allowances. These allowances are only paid if
attendance, progress in sixth form study and conduct are satisfactory.

Average College attendance: 94.3%.

CAREERS GUIDANCE
Guiding students towards appropriate careers is a central function of our College. Specialist Careers teachers
provide advice supported by other members of staff. In addition, all Pastoral Year Heads and class teachers
take a special interest in the personal and social education of their students and the development of career
knowledge. Personal career plans contribute to this development.

Careers guidance is an inherent part of the curriculum of our College. Learning for Work is one of the three
strands of our core GCSE 'Learning for Life and Work'.

Through attendance at Careers Conventions, Open Days at Universities/Teacher Training Institutions, by
listening to invited speakers from industry, Institutions of Higher Education and the Careers Advisory Service
and personal interviews, students are supported in every way to make appropriate decisions about their
future education and careers.

Portadown College has established excellent relationships with all major Universities and Higher Education
Institutes throughout the UK and Ireland.

COLLEGE HOUSES
The College Houses are Seale, Shillington and MacCallum, which are represented on the College badge by
the colours green, red and yellow respectively. The House structure provides the basis for a very wide range
of inter-House competitions, including sports, music and debating.

COLLEGE UNIFORM
The complete College uniform must be worn, not only in school hours, but on the journey to and from
school and when students are representing the College as team members or at special functions. Circulars
about uniforms for boys and girls setting out the requirements in full detail are sent to parents annually.
We ask for the total co-operation of all parents in ensuring that the guidance about uniform and general
appearance is followed. The College seeks to follow the advice of the Consumer Council’s report on school
uniform by keeping requirements to a minimum in order to reduce expenditure for parents.

HOMEWORK
Students are given homework so that work done in school can be consolidated and improved. Homework
helps students to acquire study and examination skills, enables them to demonstrate their level of interest
and motivation, and is an integral part of their education. Students are given guidance on the amount,
frequency, types of homework set and the expected time commitment appropriate to the Year Group.
Guidance with Study Skills in general and Study Skills for particular subjects is given. Each student is provided
with a personal homework diary which should be used as an aid to the organisation of homework, private
study and revision. Increasingly, computer access from home will be maximised so that students can access
the College intranet.

EXAMINATION RESULTS
A synopsis of examination results can be viewed on our examination results page on the College Website.

COLLEGE LIBRARY
The Library is for everyone at Portadown College. Its role is to support learning and teaching and it is a whole
school resource for study, research and recreational reading.

It is located at the entrance to the Sixth Form Centre and is used throughout the day by Sixth Form students
during their study periods. However, it is available to ALL students before school starts, during break and
lunch times, and after school.

The Library has an up-to-date and relevant stock to support all areas of the curriculum at PC. Over the past
few years, a considerable amount of money has been invested in the Library to stimulate and encourage
reading for pleasure and to provide learning resources in a wide range of formats to support and respond
to changes in the curriculum. There is an impressive collection of the latest fiction and non-fiction, 300+
DVDs, a wide range of daily newspapers and magazines and a selection of great reference items.

The College Librarian, Mrs Hurst, is always available to provide advice, information and support with
coursework. All students are encouraged to suggest items for purchase and help with the selection of
materials for the Library.
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ICT Facilities
The College recognises the importance of ICT for all students and endeavours to make ICT facilities available
for individuals on request. The College has developed a comprehensive, innovative approach to ICT to
enhance teaching and learning in consultation with outside experts in the community.

We operate two networks of computers in the College to include PCs and MACs. Students are encouraged
to avail of our wireless coverage and a laptop library managed by our dedicated ICT Technician has been
developed.

Intranet can be accessed from home and school; subject departments are making increasing use of it.

Large numbers of classrooms now have LCD projectors and will have interactive whiteboards installed this
year. We, as a College, are excited by, and wish to embrace, the opportunities to expand our use of ICT to
improve student outcomes.

Catering
The College has a dedicated canteen serving a variety of hot and cold drinks and hot and cold food items
at break and lunchtimes.

Sixth Formers only may leave the College at lunchtimes in recognition of their independence and maturity.
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Pictured: The College Audio-Visual Team
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Portadown College Parent
Teacher Student Association
Since its quite recent formation, the PTSA has raised a substantial amount of money which has gone
towards improving the College for the greatest number of students. The student voice was added in
September 2009 so that young people could have a say in fundraising decisions and the allocation of
money for the benefit of all.

What have the funds been used for so far?
The list of improvements to the school which have been brought about by the tireless efforts of the PTSA
is very impressive. The Library and the Lecture Theatre were refurbished, the latter undergoing a much
needed transformation to improve the aesthetics and the functionality of the space. A total of three
outside spaces in the College grounds also underwent change when gravel was put down and benches,
picnic tables and chairs were provided so that the students could use these hitherto unused areas to
relax and eat outside in good weather. Thanks to the PTSA, the students are able to take pride in their
school environment and relax over lunch al fresco.

In the past year more improvements have been made thanks to the PTSA. The most obvious
transformation has been in the updating of the College Honours Boards which detail the names of past
Head Boys, Head Girls and Sports Captains. These are now completely up to date. The audio-visual team
have been allocated a substantial sum of money in order to make necessary improvements to the sound
system in the Assembly Hall; this will make a difference for morning assembly, concerts, the Carol
Service, the play and all sorts of other gatherings in this space. A camera was purchased for students to
use in order to record their activities and achievements so that they can be shared on the website and in
the media. A high quality, glass fronted notice board was purchased to display students’ work on the
English corridor. Lastly, a mount was fitted to the Liddell Shield, the award which is traditionally given to
the Head Boy of the previous year in order to recognise his year in office. The shield itself would have
had to be “retired from service” as there was no room left for any names to be added but, thanks to the
PTSA, the new mount means that the Head Boys of the future can be part of this tradition.

All of the above have improved the College in different ways and the students and staff are very grateful
to the dedication and efforts of the PTSA. A special mention should go to Mrs Sandra Biscomb, founding
Chairperson of the PTSA, who resigned from office in June 2010 when her youngest daughter went to
university.

Parents - what can you do to help?
You can help in several ways. You could become a member of the Committee, which includes parents,
staff and now pupils. This means that you would be part of the decision-making process and would be
able to make suggestions about raising funds and allocating money to various projects in school.

If your time is more limited, you could become a Helper which means that you might make yourself
available to help out at one or more of the fundraising events throughout the year.

Either way, deciding to give some time to the PTSA is a good way to contribute to school life for the
benefit of all of the students. Above: Some images from ‘Daisy Pulls It Off’ in November 2010.
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GCSE Curriculum Guidance
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
The curriculum offered by Portadown College to every student will be balanced and broadly-based, reflecting
the needs, interests and aptitudes of individual students and the needs of our economy. The College respects
the right of parents and students who wish to withdraw from Religious Education and collective worship.
An appropriate emphasis is placed on Games, Physical Education, Careers Education and Personal and Social
Development through the curriculum and the wide range of extra-curricular activities on offer in the school.

Key Stage 4 Year 11
Students entering Year 11 in September 2011 will study 10 subjects leading to GCSE awards at the end of
Year 12.

Compulsory Subjects

Option Subjects

Subjects marked * can be taken as GCSE options without prior experience at Key Stage 3. Some restrictions
on students taking particular subjects may be required if the subjects are over or under-subscribed. We
endeavour to facilitate individual choice. However, this is not always possible.

Curriculum provision is subject to change and verification.

Additional Maths
Art & Design
*Astronomy
Biology
Chemistry
Design & Technology (Graphic Products)
Design & Technology (Systems & Control)
*Drama
*Environmental & Land Based Science
French
Geography

German
History
Home Economics
*Information & Communication Technology
*Journalism
Music
*Physical Education
Physics
Religious Studies
Spanish

English
English Literature
Mathematics
French or Spanish or German

Learning for Life & Work
Physics or Chemistry or Biology
Religious Studies (Short Course)

Some of the students with the top GCSE Results 2010
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Art & Design
Examination Board: CCEA

What is the subject about?
Students of our GCSE Art and Design course engage in a critical,
practical and theoretical study of Art and Design. They develop an
appreciation of the work of artists, designers and craft workers from a
range of cultural backgrounds. They also develop their artistic practice.

Through studying this course, students have opportunities to:
• widen their personal experience;
• develop their creative, intellectual and artistic abilities;
• develop their personal knowledge and understanding;
• develop skills including investigating, realising,

experimenting and problem-solving.

What topics will I study?
This specification is made up of two units:
Unit 1: The Core Portfolio (Controlled Assessment);
Unit 2: Working to a Stimulus.
Students must complete both Unit 1 and Unit 2.

There is a wide range of opportunities available within the subject area, which supports students working in 2D
and 3D, fine art and design.
This includes:

How will I be assessed?
In Unit 1, which is worth 60% of the final award, students present a portfolio of work. In the portfolio they should
explore a wide range of the core skills of visual language, media, materials, techniques and new technology.
Work in the portfolio should:
• be edited to show the breadth, depth and quality of experience in Art and Design that students

have gained over the two year course;
• show that students have experience of at least two different creative media;
• address each of the four Assessment Objectives;
• include one task that has been developed to a final outcome.

The portfolio presented for assessment should not exceed 20 A2 sheets (or equivalent).

Unit 2 is worth 40% of the final award. It is assessed through an externally set exam called Working to a Stimulus.
The examination gives students an opportunity to investigate and develop their ideas creatively in response to a
stimulus paper. Each of the four Assessment Objectives should be addressed in the work presented for Unit 2.

The Unit 2 work presented for assessment should not exceed 10 A2 sheets (or equivalent) plus a final outcome.

All work presented for this qualification is internally marked and externally moderated.

Career Pathways
This course prepares students for the study of Art and Design and related courses at GCE Advanced Level, Advanced
Subsidiary Level and the National Diploma. It also provides students who have an interest in developing a career
in Art and Design with relevant, skills-based knowledge.

Astronomy
Astronomy is one of the oldest of the sciences.
It has had a significant influence on cultural
development throughout the world and
astronomical ideas permeate everyday life.
Recent advances made in astronomical
discovery through the application of
science and the use of new technology,
especially in the realm of space exploration,
further illustrate the relevance and
value of studying GCSE Astronomy.

The examination at the end of the course will contain a number of questions all of which must be answered.
There will be a variety of types of question – short answer questions and longer questions requiring a more
involved answer.

The controlled assessment tasks will require students to complete two observational tasks covering the
following areas.
• Design
• Observation
• Analysis
• Evaluation

This will be internally assessed with controlled conditions. Students complete two observations each marked
out of 20, with an overall mark of 40. These will be marked by the teacher and moderated by Edexcel. GCSE
Astronomy may be used as a foundation to, or may be taken alongside, GCSE Sciences and GCE AS & A2
Physics.

UNIT 1

TOPIC

1

2

3

4

UNIT 2

UNDERSTANDING THE UNIVERSE

CONTENT

Earth, Moon & Sun

Planetary Systems

Stars

Galaxies & Cosmology

Exploring the Universe

GCSE Astronomy

Written Paper

Coursework

How it is assessed?

External

Internally assessed by controlled
assessment and externally

moderated by Edexcel

How much?

120 marks

25%

How long?

2 Hours

Unit 2 - Controlled Internal
Assessment. Two tasks with

6 hours classroom time
& observation time

Content of the Course

Assessment• drawing;
• painting;
• graphic design;
• textile design;

• lens-based media;
• critical and contextual studies;
• 3D design;
• sculpture.
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Design And Technology
Graphic Products (TD)
Introduction
Design and Technology (graphic products) is principally concerned with design and problem solving. The
subject places a strong emphasis on graphic communication, drawing and presentation skills, computer
graphics, and constructing models of architectural design solutions.

Content
The content of Design and Technology develops skills in:
Designing: carrying out investigations, developing designs, evaluating, communicating, and

modelling of design ideas.

Manufacturing: using knowledge of materials, displaying manufacturing capability, organising and
planning activities.

Graphic Products: by modelling, by producing technical and pictorial drawing, using presentation
techniques and incorporating stretching and computer aided drawing. ICT: packaging
photography in graphics.

Coursework
In the second half of Year 11 students will design and model a solution to an architectural problem. This
is mostly done in class and accounts for 60% of the final mark. The complete folder of drawing and
presentation work, together with a model, is to be completed by March of Year 12.

Assessment
One written paper 40%
Architectural Based Project 60%
(Controlled assessment)

Technology And Design (TL)

Content
The new Technology and Design specification consists of 5 units. Students are required to complete four of
these units to achieve the G.C.S.E. qualification. The four units studied are listed below.

Unit 1: • Technology and Design Core: It comprises manufacturing, materials, electronics, mechanical control
systems, computer control systems and pneumatic systems and control.

Unit 2: • Systems and Control: Students are assessed on only one of these elements: either Electronic and
Microelectronic Control Systems or Mechanical and Pneumatic Control Systems

Unit 4: • Design Assignment: It comprises of an assignment where students have to design a product under
controlled conditions.

Unit 5: • Design Project: The project enables students to demonstrate their ability to design and manufacture
a product which incorporates an electronic, pneumatic or mechanical system.

Coursework
A major part of this subject is allocated towards coursework as it accounts for 60% of the final G.C.S.E. Both
elements of coursework are subject to controlled assessment and therefore the majority of the work should
be completed in school under controlled conditions.

The Design Assignment tests the student’s ability to design and communicate a product based on a
pre-determined theme. Thirteen hours are allocated to this task.

The Design Project requires students to design and model a solution to an engineering problem. The
complete folder of text, drawings and presentation work, together with the model, is to be completed by
March of Year 12. Thirty hours are allocated to this task.

Assessment
Examination 40% Unit 1: Technology and Design Core (20%)

Unit 2: Specialist Option (20%)

Coursework 60% Unit 4: Design Assignment (20%)
Unit 5: Design Project (40%)

2928



www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

Drama
Examination Board: CCEA

Aims to Develop:

an understanding and response to a wide range of
play texts, an appreciation of the ways in which
playwrights achieve their effects and the ability to
communicate the playwright’s intentions to an
audience;

an awareness of social, historical and cultural
contexts and influences through an investigation of
plays;

an understanding of the practical working of a
theatre and the importance of components such as
set and costume;

increased self and group awareness and the ability
to appreciate and evaluate the work of others;

skills of creativity, self-confidence, concentration,
time-management, self-discipline, negotiation skills,
problem-solving skills and communication.

Assessment Objectives

AO1
Candidates demonstrate the ability to make and
devise a performance through selecting, as
appropriate, a range of drama texts (including texts
from different times and cultures), drama forms,
rehearsal methods and drama strategies and
through making appropriate technical and design
decisions.

AO2
Candidates demonstrate their ability to sustain a role
through the appropriate use of performance skills.

AO3
Candidates demonstrate their ability to appraise their
own and others’ contributions to performance
and/or making.

AO4
Candidates demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding of drama texts in terms of costume,
set, props, staging, rehearsal and performance.

Assessment Pattern
Practical Component (60%)

Candidates must complete the compulsory assessed
unit which is the performance of a piece of scripted
drama.

In addition to the above, candidates are required to
present practical work for one option from the
following:
• Improvisation
• Devised thematic work for performance to an

audience
• Dance Drama
• Mime
• Design Support (costume design/set design/

lighting design or multimedia design).

The length of a typical piece of performance
coursework would be twenty minutes for a group of
four students.

The practical component is internally assessed and
externally moderated with a practical examination
from a visiting moderator.

Written Paper (1 hour and 30 minutes – 40%)

Section A – Set Play (60 marks)
Two questions are answered on a set play (Juno and
the Paycock by Sean O’Casey).
Answers should focus on the design and rehearsal
perspectives.
Students are allowed to have a clean copy of the text
in the examination room.

Section B – Scripted Performance (20 marks)
Candidates are asked to write about their own
performance of the compulsory assessed unit which
is acting in a piece of scripted drama.

English Language

CONTENT

Unit 1: Personal Writing and
Reading Multi-Modal Texts

Unit 2: Functional Writing
and Reading Non-Fiction

Unit 3: Speaking and
Listening

Unit 4: Studying Spoken and
Written Language and

Writing Creatively

ASSESSMENT

External examination
(1 Hour 30 minutes)

External examination
(1 Hour 30 minutes)

Controlled assessment

Controlled assessment

WEIGHTING

20%

20%

20%

40%

GCSE English Language is a core subject and is taken by all students throughout Years 11 and 12.

Examination Board: CCEA

What is GCSE English Language about?
GCSE English Language affords students with opportunities to:
• develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to communicate with others

confidently, effectively, precisely and appropriately;
• form independent views and challenge what is heard or read through such skills as reasoning and

argument.

What topics will I study and how will I be assessed?
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English Literature Environmental and
Land-Based Science Examination Board: OCRGCSE English Literature is a core subject and is taken by all students throughout Years 11 and 12.

Examination Board: CCEA

What is GCSE English Literature about?
GCSE English Literature affords experiences for students to become critical readers of prose, poetry and
drama drawn from different contexts and cultures. Students therefore develop independent skills
interpreting stories, novels, poems and plays by analysing the presentation of characters, themes and
settings.

What topics will I study and how will I be assessed?

CONTENT

Unit 1:
The Study of Prose

Unit 2:
The Study of Drama and Poetry

Unit 3:
The Study of Linked Text

ASSESSMENT

External examination
(1 Hour)

External examination
(2 Hours)

Controlled assessment

WEIGHTING

25%

50%

25%

This course has been designed to motivate students
to take charge of their own learning and to develop
knowledge and practical skills in Environmental and
Land-based Science. The course combines
experiences in the classroom, laboratory and field
with technical knowledge, skills and understanding
needed for further study and vocational
opportunities in the land environment sector.
Students will consider and evaluate their own data
and conclusions and use ICT to research, organise
and present information while making both
pragmatic and ethical judgements, evaluating
evidence and considering implications for society.

Environmental and Land-based Science is an applied
course, designed for those who have an interest in
Agriculture, Horticulture, Veterinary Science or other
Land-based careers. Several prominent Agri-food
businesses are located in the Portadown area.
Those who do the course need to have a willingness
to participate in field trips, handle small/farm
animals and work with plants, soil and garden tools.
It will be an advantage to have experience of, or
access to, the horticultural or agricultural industry or
facilities. This course can be studied with or without
taking GCSE Biology.

There are two units of study:
Management of the Natural Environment – which
includes ecology and ecosystems, organic and
genetically modified food, pollution, conservation
and soils.

Plant Horticulture and Animal Care – examining the
main aspects in cultivating healthy plants and
animal safety and husbandry.

Summary of Assessment
Controlled Assessment

There is a large element of project work, using ICT
to complete an e-portfolio. Controlled assessment is
60% of the final grade. The e-portfolio includes 3
sections:

Practical skills (16%)

Work-related activity (20%)

Investigative project (24%)

Examinations
There will be two examinations, one from each unit,
each lasting one hour. Both examinations will be
computer based on-screen examinations. These
examinations complete the other 40% of the marks
.
Unit 1 – Management of the

Natural Environment (20%)

Unit 2 – Plant Horticulture
and Animal Care (20%)
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Geography History
Aims
The course equips the individual to develop a greater knowledge and understanding both of the physical
and human environments as well as the different communities and cultures in society. Environment issues
are also explored. The study of the inter-relationships between people and the environment allows
consideration of how sustainable development affects the planning and management of environments and
resources. In all these studies examples on a variety of scales are used, from local through national to
world dimensions.

Fieldwork studies help develop both practical and social skills and students are required to examine their
values and attitudes to specific problems in society, both environmental and socio-economic.

Content
Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World.
This unit covers the following themes:
Theme A: The Dynamic Landscape
Theme B: Our Changing Weather and Climate
Theme C: The Restless Earth

Unit 2: Living in Our World.
This unit covers the following themes:
Theme A: People and Where They Live
Theme B: Contrasts in World Development
Theme C: Managing Our Resources

Unit 3:
A fieldwork project is undertaken on a group basis. To date our studies have been based on a river in Co.
Armagh and local urban studies. This has proved to be popular, stimulating and of lasting value.

Assessment
There are three main elements of assessment:
Unit 1: Themes A, B and C 37.5%
Unit 2: Themes A, B and C 37.5%
Unit 3: This is the controlled assessment task. 25%

Students complete a report of no more than 2000 words based on the fieldwork.

Aims
• To acquire knowledge and understanding of the human past.
• To investigate historical events, people, changes and issues.
• To develop understanding of how the past has been represented and interpreted.
• To use historical sources critically in their historical context.
• To draw conclusions and appreciate that these and other historical conclusions are liable to reassessment
• in the light of new or reinterpreted evidence.
• To promote students’ understanding of the development of the contemporary world.
• To provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest.

Content
Paper one – Two Outline Studies
International History 1900-1949
A Divided Union? The USA 1941-1980
British History World War 1

Paper two – Two Depth Studies
Russia and the USSR 1914-1941
Nazi Germany 1918-1939

Assessment
Paper 1 (1¾hours - 37½%)
Candidates must answer three questions, two on International History and one on World War 1. Each
question is comprised of four short answer questions, based on a piece of stimulus material, and a structured
essay question.

Paper 2 (1¾hours - 37½%)
Candidates must answer two questions, one from each section but they must be on different countries. The
question in Section A will have five sub-parts, the last of which will be essay-based. Section B has 5 sub-
parts, the first three parts are compulsory but pupils have a choice of either sub-question 4 or 5.

Coursework (25%)
Candidates must submit two pieces of coursework, one of which is largely based on the use of primary
sources. Responses must not be less than 1250 words and must not exceed 3000 words for each
assignment.

Special Points
While a major aim of the course is to teach definite intellectual skills, the department also believes strongly
in the value of history teaching in preparing pupils for a full role in, and understanding of, our own society.
Emphasis is placed on documentary and photographic source work, the use of historical evidence and the
study of audio-visual materials.
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Home
Economics

Information And
Communication Technology (ICT)

Rationale
The Home Economics specification will give students the prospect to demonstrate the knowledge,
understanding and skills necessary for providing healthy diets for family members throughout life. In
addition students will acquire the opportunity to progress towards becoming discerning and effective
managers of resources. Greater emphasis is placed on the ‘Diet and Health’ section of the specification.
It encourages knowledge and understanding of the current nutritional advice, the nutritional needs of
family members throughout the life cycle and of diet-related conditions such as cancers and coronary
heart disease. The specification seeks to encourage students to think decisively, make informed choices,
develop practical food skills, become discerning consumers, consider relevant technological and scientific
developments and understand human needs within a multicultural society. Therefore pupils will be
encouraged to lead effective lives as individuals and family members as well as members of the wider
community.

This specification encourages students to adopt a critical and analytical approach to decision-making and
problem-solving in relation to Home Economics. It also encourages them to develop as effective and
independent learners.

The specification will provide a suitable basis for further study at a more advanced level by offering
progression to academic and vocational courses including GNVQ Health and Social Care and AS & Advanced
Level GCE Home Economics. In addition, it provides a basis for those seeking employment in a wide range
of settings, such as catering, food production and food retailing, Nutrition and Dietetics, Environmental
Health or teaching (primary and secondary schools).

Content – A continuation of Key Stage 3 Specification
1. Unit 1: Diet and Health, and Consumer Awareness (examination)

a) Section A: Diet and Health
b) Section B: Consumer Awareness

2. Unit 2: Diet and Health (one controlled assessment task)
3. Unit 3: Consumer Awareness (one controlled assessment task)

Assessment
A combination of one written examination paper and two internally assessed tasks.

The written paper accounts for 40% of the overall marks. It comprises of a number of short-answer,
structured and extended response questions that require extended writing.

The internally assessed tasks account for 60% of the overall marks.
Unit 2: Diet and Health accounts for 40% and will focus on:
• Planning activity
• Practical activity
• Evaluation activity

Unit 3: Consumer Awareness accounts for 20% and will focus on:
• Identification of issues
• Research-based activity
• Primary investigation
• Conclusions and evaluation

I.C.T. is concerned with the handling of information (text, graphics, numbers, sound and video) and involves
creating, accessing, storing, organising, processing, presenting, communicating and transmitting information
in a variety of ways.

Aims of the Course
This specification aims to encourage students to:
• become independent and discerning users of I.C.T. who can make informed decisions about its use and

be aware of its implications for individuals, organisations and society;
• acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of I.C.T. in a range of

contexts;
• develop I.C.T.-based solutions to solve problems;
• develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and the social and commercial impact

of these;
• develop their understanding of the legal, social, economic, ethical and environmental issues raised by

I.C.T.;
• recognise potential risks when using I.C.T. and develop safe, secure and responsible practice;
• develop the skills needed to work collaboratively;
• evaluate I.C.T.-based solutions.

Controlled Assessment
This is carried out in school and makes up 60% of the total G.C.S.E. grade in this subject. Unit 1 focuses on
how to use different software packages to solve given problems, whilst Unit 2 allows candidates the
opportunity to develop practical skills for designing websites and games as well as developing practical skills
in using graphics, digital video and sound effectively to solve given problems.

This course provides an opportunity for progression and is a suitable foundation for the study of I.C.T. at AS
and Advanced level.

WEIGHTING

30%

30%

40%

AVAILABILITY

January & Summer

January & Summer

Summer Only

CONTENT

Unit 1:
Tools and Applications

Unit 2: Using Multimedia and
Games Technology

Unit 3: Theory
Understanding I.C.T. systems

in everyday life and the
implications for individuals,

organisations, society and the
world.

ASSESSMENT

Controlled Assessment
(Coursework)

Controlled Assessment
(Coursework)

External Examination

2 hours

3736



www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

Journalism Learning for Life & Work
Examination Board: CCEA

What is GCSE Journalism about?
Pursuing GCSE Journalism is, in many ways, actually like working as a journalist. Both offer an experience
that is exciting, varied and challenging. Candidates undertaking this course have the opportunity to learn
about and practise core journalism skills such as interviewing, writing and reporting.

The aim of this course is therefore to offer students a practical, realistic insight into the world of journalism
which enhances their skills in communication (oral and written), research, decision-making and teamwork.

What topics will I study?
Unit 1:
The Journalism Industry and Skills for Journalism (external examination: 40%)
In this unit students learn about the development of the media: its origins, history and structure; functions
of the media; trends in journalism and journalism skills.

Unit 2:
Communication and Print (controlled assessment: 30%)
This unit focuses on print media journalism and the production process involved. Students produce an
original story in two print media formats.

Unit 3:
Broadcast Media and Communications (controlled assessment: 30%)
This unit focuses on broadcast media journalism and the guidelines within which it operates. Students
produce a script in a broadcast media format which is stipulated by CCEA and varies each year.

How will I be assessed?
The course consists of three assessment components:
• one external examination;
• two internally assessed and externally moderated work-related assignments.

Introduction
This is a new qualification; the study of this subject
became mandatory in September 2007. It is a
motivating subject with an interesting Northern
Ireland dimension.

Aims
Through studying this specification, students gain
knowledge and understanding of:
• diversity, social inclusion, rights and

responsibilities;
• the role of government and non-governmental

organisations in protecting people’s rights;
• democratic institutions and processes;
• how to maximise physical and mental health

and well-being;
• relationships and sexuality;
• how to be a discerning consumer;
• the impact of globalisation on employment;
• recruitment and selection procedures;
• self-employment;
• the work environment;
• the social responsibility of businesses.

This course provides students with the skills they
require to think independently, make informed
decisions, and take appropriate action when faced
with personal, social, economic and employment
issues.

Specification:
We have divided this course into three compulsory
components:
• Local and Global Citizenship;
• Personal Development;
• Employability.

The content of each component is outlined in more
detail below:

Local and Global Citizenship
• Diversity and inclusion in Northern Ireland and

the wider world
• Rights and responsibilities regarding local,

national and global issues
• The role of society and government in

safeguarding human rights
• Non-governmental organisations
• Key democratic institutions and their role in

promoting inclusion, justice and democracy

Personal Development
• Maximising and sustaining health and well-being
• Concept of self
• Building and maintaining healthy relationships
• Recognising, assessing and managing risk
• Understanding the roles and responsibilities of

parenting
• Developing competence as discerning consumers

Employability
• The impact of globalisation on employment
• Recruitment and selection practices for

employment
• Rights and responsibilities of employers and

employees
• Issues of self-employment and sources of support

Assessment
The structure of the course is as follows:
• There is a single tier of entry.
• There is one written examination that assesses

all three areas of study.
• There are two controlled assessment tasks.

Areas of Study:
• Local and Global Citizenship
• Personal Development
• Employability

Assessment Units

Unit 1: Report 1
A controlled assessment - task based on one of the
three areas of study (internally assessed and
externally moderated) 30% every summer
(beginning 2010)

Unit 2: Report 2
A controlled assessment - task based on a different
area of study from that selected for Unit 1 (internally
assessed and externally moderated) 30% every
summer (beginning 2011)

Unit 3: Paper
1 hour 30 minutes
A written examination paper based on the three
areas of study (externally assessed)
40% summer Year 12
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Mathematics Additional Mathematics
Introduction
Mathematics is a core subject and is taken by all students throughout Years 11 and 12.

Aims
The course aims to enable students to:

(i) use Mathematics effectively as a tool;

(ii) develop the knowledge and skills necessary for the application of a range of Mathematical concepts
to situations which may arise in their own lives;

(iii) develop an ability to use Mathematics across the curriculum;

(iv) use logic and reason to solve problems.

Content
The course contains elements of investigation, problem solving and computation. The content is divided into
four main areas: Using and Applying Maths; Number and Algebra; Shape and Measure; Handling Data.

Assessment
The final assessment will consist of 2 modules, both of which will be taken at the end of Year 12.

The first module is a 2 hour “with-calculator” paper.
The second module is made up of two 1 ¼ hour papers- one of which is “non-calculator”.

Students will be entered either for:

Modules T4 and T6 – maximum grade A*
OR
Modules T3 and T6 – maximum grade B.

The decision about the final level of entry will be dependent upon the results of the internal Year 11
examinations.

There is no coursework element for GCSE Mathematics.

This subject is offered to the top two/three classes. The course is designed for high-attaining students and
aims to broaden their Mathematical experience.

This course provides the essential foundation for Advanced Level Mathematics in Years 13 and 14, and is
also a very useful subject for those students intending to study Advanced Level Physics. Entry to the subject
is based on the results of the Junior High School assessments.

Students studying this course will cover all of the GCSE Maths content in Year 11 and then progress to
Additional Maths in Year 12.

Students take both of their GCSE Modules (T4 and T6) at the end of Year 12, together with their Additional
Mathematics papers.

The final assessment consists of two written papers:

Content
Paper 1 Pure Mathematics 50%
Paper 2 Mechanics and Statistics 50%

The content of each section is as follows:

Pure Mathematics – Algebra, Trigonometry and Calculus.
Mechanics – Equations of Motion, Newton’s Laws, Vectors and Equilibrium.
Statistics – Averages, Standard Deviation, Probability, Time Series and Correlation.

There is no coursework element for Additional Mathematics.
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Modern Languages
French, German & Spanish

Music
Aims
The Music course at GCSE aims to help students to:
• enjoy and appreciate music through learning to

listen, perform, compose and appraise music from a
range of different styles and periods of history;

• acquire skills which will allow them to progress to
further academic or vocational study, or to follow a
Music-related career.

Content
1. Composing and Appraising 30%

Virtually all styles of composing are acceptable and
guidance is given to each student during class.
No previous experience of composition is necessary.
Two compositions lasting between three and six minutes
in total with a composition log will be submitted in the
second year of study.

2. Performing and Appraising 35%
Performance is assessed in solo and group formats and can involve any instrument or singing.
Instruments which can be assessed may include piano, brass, strings, woodwind, percussion, recorder,
guitar, bagpipes, accordion, Irish traditional instruments etc. Students will perform one solo and one
ensemble, lasting up to five minutes each.

3. Listening and Appraising 35%
This element involves listening critically to a wide range of music from classical to traditional, jazz and
pop. Music covered includes Pachelbel’s ‘Canon’, ‘Mars’ from Holst’s ‘The Planets’, Mendelssohn’s
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream Overture’, ‘Dr Who’ Theme by Ron Grainer and many more. This will be
assessed through two listening papers, each lasting approximately 45 minutes.

Coursework
Throughout the course, students will be involved in a range of composing activities. Towards the end of
the course they will complete two pieces to submit for assessment.

General Points
For most interested students, the GCSE music course can be an enjoyable and enriching experience and can
offer a welcome change from the compulsory subjects. Like all GCSEs, it involves hard work!

Prior Attainment
Students taking this course should have some skills in singing and/or playing an instrument. Access to the
top mark band in performing will apply to those who perform music in their GCSE examination in Year 12
equivalent to pieces graded at 5 or above by the examining boards. Please note that students are not
required to have sat any graded examinations.

Aims
The main purpose of the course will be to develop the ability to communicate effectively in the language
while also providing some insight into the culture and civilisation of another country.

Content
Topics covered include leisure, family and friends, healthy lifestyle, the environment, travel and holidays,
school life, part-time jobs.

Assessment
Four skills are tested.
Listening The candidate hears recordings of native speakers and answers questions on these.

Reading The candidate reads a variety of signs, notices, short passages and answers questions on
these.
Listening and Reading are assessed at Foundation and Higher levels.

Writing Two pieces of written work are prepared and then produced under supervision.

Speaking Two pieces of work are submitted for assessment. One of these is a conversation in the
language. This skill is assessed internally and moderated by CCEA.

Special Points
All students must take at least one Modern Foreign Language and this can be French, German or Spanish,
following two years’ study in Junior High School.

Competent linguists may also study a second language.

www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12
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Physical Education Religious Studies
Specification
The New Revised CCEA Religious Studies specification
is followed. This reflects the recommendations of the
Churches’ Religious Education Core Specification
Drafting Group.

Aims
The study of religious beliefs and practices while
encouraging students to respect the beliefs, values
and attitudes of others.

The specification aims to inspire by following a broad course of study targeted at developing interest and
enthusiasm for the study of religion. It also adopts an enquiring and reflective approach to religious belief
and one’s own values, attitudes and opinions concerning religious and moral issues.

Content
Students will study two modules:
1. An Introduction to Christian Ethics – a study of Christian attitudes to a range of moral issues including

euthanasia, capital punishment, care for the environment, war and peace and personal & family
issues.

2. The Revelation of God and the Christian Church – a study of key events in the life of Jesus and their
implications for today; a study of beliefs and practices within the Christian Church.

Assessment
Two assessed written papers, each representing 50% of the GCSE, and both lasting one hour 30 minutes.
There is no longer a coursework element.

Religious Studies – Short-Course
Introduction
All students not choosing a full GCSE in Religious Studies will study this course. It is the equivalent of half
a GCSE.

Aims
The aims of the course in Short-Course Religious Studies are to provide students with an opportunity to:
• develop a knowledge and understanding of Christian beliefs, values and traditions, a respect for

beliefs, values and attitudes of others and a questioning approach to influences;
• develop the skills useful in many careers.

Content & Assessment
Students study one module – The Revelation of God and the Christian Church. This module focuses on the
key events in the life of Jesus and their implications for today. This includes a study of beliefs and practices
within the Christian Church.

The examination is 100% of the total marks. There is no coursework.

COMPONENT 1

Terminal Examination

Time

Percentage Assessment

One written question paper.
It comprises of short-answer and multi-part questions which are all
compulsory. The written paper will assess factors affecting
participation and performance in physical activity and developing
physical health/well-being; peak physical fitness and skilful
performance in physical activities.

1 hour 30 minutes

30%

COMPONENT 2 2

Individual Performance in
the Physical Activities

Percentage Assessment

Assessment is based on the candidate’s exercise activity profile, and
on the 3 activities chosen from the given categories. Activities will be
selected from at least 2 of the categories below:
• Athletic activities;
• Dance activities;
• Games activities;
• Gymnastic activities (e.g. curriculum, gymnastics, trampolining);
• Outdoor adventure activities (e.g. canoeing,orienteering,

hill-walking);
• Water activities (e.g. swimming, lifesaving).

50%

COMPONENT 3

Analysis and Improvement
of Performace in the

Physical Activities

Percentage Rating

Assessment is based on the candidate’s ability to analyse
performances and to plan, apply, monitor and review action plans to
improve the quality and effectiveness of their own or another’s
performance in identified areas.

20%

Requirements for taking this course

Before embarking on a course based on the
above specifications students should have:
• shown an interest in Physical Education in

their present Junior High School;
• participated regularly in the subject and

demonstrated desirable attitudes and
behaviour towards learning in the subject;

• played competitive sport on a regular basis,
either for the school or outside school;

• demonstrated some success in
understanding and applying a range of
techniques and skills;

• judged or evaluated strengths and
weaknesses in their own and others’
performances;

• students should have discussed and gained
approval from their PE teachers as to their
suitability for this course.
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Science Examination Board: CCEA

At Portadown College it is possible to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics at GCSE as separate subjects.
Students can study one, two or all three sciences. It is expected that all students will study at least one
science subject.

Students who are interested in pursuing a career in Science teaching, Medicine or a medically related area
should choose to study all three science subjects at GCSE level. This will ensure that these students will
satisfy the university admissions criteria for courses such as Medicine or Dentistry.

Biology has the greatest factual content of the three sciences. It involves a study of plant and animal biology
along with ecology, genetics and micro-organisms. Students who are considering doing A Level Biology are
strongly advised to take GCSE Chemistry.

Physics is essential for all types of Engineering courses and students with a good mathematical background
should find it less demanding. Physics forms the basis of most modern technologies and holds the future
to global well being. There is a wide range of careers for which Physics provides a good initial training, many
of them using the methodology of Physics: the logical approach, the ability to build and test models and
the numerical and problem-solving skills, which are inherent in a Physics student.

Chemistry is a challenging Science requiring serious study. While Chemistry requires understanding and
recall of specific scientific facts, students are also expected to be able to interpret observations in terms of
scientific principles and to carry out relevant calculations. A qualification in GCSE Chemistry is well worth the
effort needed to obtain it and is valuable in its own right and as a basis for advanced study.

Summary of Controlled Assessment
Each Science subject has controlled assessment of practical skills. Students will complete one controlled
assessment task from a choice of two. It has a weighting of 25% of the final grade.

Examinations
The examination can be entered at two different tiers:

Higher Tier Grades A* - D
Foundation Tier Grades C – G

It is expected that a large majority of students will enter the Higher Tier.

There will be 2 written papers in each science subject - Unit 1 and Unit 2 (6 written papers in total, if doing
all 3 Sciences):

Content Weighting

Unit 1 35%

Unit 2 40%

Controlled Assessment 25%

Teaching time:
Each Science subject will be taught over 5 periods per week.



Extra-Curricular Activities
Clubs and Societies in Portadown College cater for a wide range of games, interests, skills and hobbies; these
take place at lunch time, after school, on Saturdays, at weekends or over longer periods, at home and
abroad, and in and out of term time. The College can be justly proud of its success and reputation in many
areas and we stress that this is still an important and vital part of school life.

Sport
Parents are expected to encourage students to participate in sport and, on average, students have access
to two hours of PE, including sport, per week. Unfortunately part-time employment can at times prevent
students from gaining the personal, social and health benefits of participating more fully in sport especially
at school representative level.

There are excellent games facilities on the School campus - 1 Sports Hall (including 3 badminton courts and
a fitness suite), 1 gymnasium, 1 Assembly Hall, 1 pavilion, 2 all-weather hockey pitches, 3 rugby pitches,
a running track and 2 tennis courts. Additional facilities off-site that are in regular use include a synthetic
surface hockey pitch, swimming pool, golf course and leisure centre facilities.

Promoting good fitness habits
Portadown College caters for the elite sportsperson with numerous students representing Northern Ireland,
Ireland and Great Britain over the years. A proud list of sporting alumni includes Dame Mary Peters, Rory
Best, Simon Best and Colin Turkington.

Many sports, however, are experienced at a much less competitive level and are enjoyed by Sixth Formers
each Wednesday afternoon including fitness training, swimming, lifesaving, canoeing, aerobics, power-
walking, weight training, golf, rugby, hockey, football, volleyball and netball.

To recognise the breadth and quality of our sporting provision we were awarded the Sportsmark Award.

48 49

www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

49



50

Air Training Corps

Bible Studies

Camera Club

Choir/Chamber Choir

Computer Assisted Design

Debating Society

Dramatic Society

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award

Journalism - Newspaper Group

Lifeline Charity Group

Magazine

Orchestra

Scripture Union

Theatre Trips

UNICEF RRSA Group

Website Team

Young Enterprise

The following Clubs and Activities form this important complementary provision:

Additionally there are numerous departmental trips and exchanges throughout the academic year, and a vibrant
House System with diverse competitions.

Educational Visits
Students and teachers are involved in a large number of educational visits and field trips during the year. These have
involved language trips to France, Spain and Germany, a World Challenge adventure to Peru, a Religious Studies trip to
Poland (including a visit to Auschwitz ), an Art and RE trip to Rome, a History trip to the Somme and Paris, Travel and
Tourism trips to Barcelona and London, a Hockey tour to Holland and outings to Dublin and Belfast in a range of
contexts.

In all visits teachers follow the procedures and guidance as set out by the Southern Education & Library Board and risk
assessments are carefully carried out in conjunction with the most recent guidance.

Community Involvement
College students have a tradition of working together to raise funds. We recognise how fortunate we are and aim to
help the most vulnerable at home and abroad.

Our Lifeline Charity is made up of teachers and students who aim to serve our local and global citizens, in particular
catering for those less well off than ourselves. The charity recently held a rock concert at lunch-time which featured
students’ musical talent to raise funds for students who wish to work abroad to improve the lives of others. They also
had a “Santa Trail” for local primary schools in December. An annual evening of entertainment, to include a variety
show and a supper, is held in the College for our elderly neighbours and residents of local care homes and folds; it is
organised by students. Non-uniform days are held each year. Students pay for the privilege knowing that their
money goes to finance charitable work.

Some Sixth Formers visit local Primary Schools and help out with subjects like Drama and Sport on a Wednesday
afternoon.

The World Challenge Expedition in 2009 helped a poor community in Peru by building a bridge and refurbishing some
of their communal facilities.

• Art trip - Rome
• Travel and Tourism - London and Barcelona
• Geography field trips
• Biology field trips
• Modern Language visits

(Paris, Barcelona, Berlin)
• History trips (Paris, the Somme, Rome &

London)
• Religious Studies trips

– Krakow and Auschwitz / Rome
• Rugby and Hockey tours
• Ski trips
• University visits to Open Days
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
• Theatre trips to Belfast and Dublin

Opportunities to Travel:

Developing Life Skills:
Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze, Silver and Gold
Awards – students learn new skills, help
others and experience adventure. It is a
challenging programme and is well received
by employers.

Choir – the College enjoys an excellent

choral reputation with large numbers of
students over the years gaining places on The
Ulster Youth Choir. The Chamber Choir
reached the last 6 in the UK Choir of the Year
2008-2009. The Chamber Choir were voted
top in the “Choirs at Christmas” in the Ulster
Hall in December 2010.

Drama – school groups from far and wide

come to our annual Drama production. The
quality of the productions is renowned;
another source of great pride in who we are
as a College.
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Sports

Athletics

Badminton

Cricket

Cross - Country Running

Fishing

Football

Golf

Hockey

Rugby

Skiing

Table Tennis

Tennis

Tug of War

Volleyball

A student on the Art/Religious Studies trip to Rome
in December 2010.
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Admission Criteria
Admission to Year 11 (2011-2012)
Students are admitted to Portadown College from the contributory Junior High Schools (Clounagh,
Killicomaine and Tandragee) and, in some years, a small number from other schools.

Admission Number 2011-2012 200
Enrolment Number 2011-2012 780

Portadown College will consider for admission those students who, in the judgement of the Board of
Governors, are suited to and will benefit from the courses and form of education on offer in the school.

The lodging of an application for a place at Portadown College is interpreted by the Board of Governors as
an indication that the parents and the student concerned accept and are in agreement with the ethos,
philosophy, aims, policies, rules and regulations of the school including any code of conduct or behaviour
management policy of the school. Information in relation to this may be obtained from the school.

For admission to Year 11 preference will be given to applications from students who are currently attending
one of the Contributory Junior High Schools. If after allocating places to these students there remain places
available, then applications from students attending other schools will be considered.

In selecting students for admission those resident in Northern Ireland will be selected for admission before
those not so resident.

Special consideration will be given to students whose normal progress has been restricted by medical or
other valid reasons. Documentary evidence in support of special circumstances must be provided to the
school by Monday 18 April 2011. The evidence required can be obtained by contacting the school directly.

In the event of not being able to separate applicant students down to the last available place the Admissions
Sub-Criteria listed below will apply in the order given.

The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine to
support or verify information on any application/transfer form.

The provision of false or incorrect information or the failure to provide verifying documents by the required
deadline may result in either the withdrawal of a place or the inability of the school to offer a place.

Criteria for admission to Year 11 at the
beginning of the 2011/2012 school year

Before the admissions criteria are applied the Board of Governors will first establish the number of places
available for each of the Contributory Junior High Schools based on the current academic attainment of the
students from each school who have applied for admission to Portadown College. The 2011 allocation will
have regard to the allocation of places in Year 11 in previous years.

A. Contributory Junior High Schools

In the event of there being more applications on behalf of students attending any one particular Contributory
Junior High School than places available for students from that school, the Board of Governors will select
students on the basis of rank order, with higher scores preceding lower ones, on the evidence of academic
attainment including, as a minimum, the overall standardised score and rank order position as at April 2011
as indicated by the Junior High Schools and accepted by the Board of Governors. It is the responsibility of
parents/guardians to ensure that written consent has been given to the Principal of the Junior High School
to release this information for the purposes of admission. The last date for application forms to be returned
to the SELB is Friday, 25th February 2011.

B. Schools other than Contributory Junior High Schools

If, after the allocation of places of students from the three Contributory Junior High Schools, there are more
applications from students from other schools than places remaining available, the Board of Governors will
select students on the basis of an assessment of evidence made available to it of previous academic
attainment and suitability of the education on offer at Portadown College. The last date for application
forms to be returned to the SELB is Friday, 25th February 2011.

Criteria for admission during the course of Year 11
and at the beginning of/or during Year 12
Consideration can only be given where places are available at the time of application.

Given that GCSE courses are of two years’ duration, applications for admission to Year 12 will only be
considered if the courses taken by the applicant in his/her previous school are compatible with those on
offer in Portadown College.

The College will issue a letter on Friday, 6th May 2011 notifying each parent of the decision made about
their application.

Admissions sub-criteria
Should there be more applications at any time than places available the following sub-criteria will be applied
to identify the students to be admitted in the following order:-

1. Brother/sister in attendance at Portadown College.

2. Eldest child in the family.

3. Brother/sister previously attended Portadown College.

4. Initial letter of surname (as entered on birth certificate) in the order set out below:-

E M Y K T S L Mac Z Q O G N A Mc I H F V P R W D B C U J X

5. In the event of surnames beginning with the same initial letter the subsequent letters of the surname
will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical order of
the letters of the forenames (as entered on birth certificate) will be used.

6 If applicants are still tied after this then priority will be determined amongst them by a method of
computerised random selection capable of leaving a clear audit trail.

Criteria for Admission after GCSE (16+)
Students wishing to transfer to Portadown College for Sixth Form Courses should contact the Principal.
Interested students will be invited to visit the College on the Open Day.

Admission will be based on:

Evidence of academic attainment based on externally validated examinations. A minimum of 3 Grade B
and 5 Grade C GCSE passes are required (“the Minimum Academic Criteria”). It is preferable to have GCSE
grades A/B (or equivalent) in those subjects to be taken at Advanced Level.

Availability of places in chosen subjects or courses.

The admissions criteria for admission after GCSE will be applied by the Principal on behalf of the Board of
Governors. Students who are currently members of the College and who have attained the Minimum
Academic Criteria will be offered places in preference to students from other schools. Students from other
schools who meet the Minimum Academic Criteria will be offered places on the basis of rank order of
achievement in descending order based on total points (A* = 4 points, A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1
point) and their entry is subject to places being available and / or the Principal requesting additional places
from DENI with the support of the Southern Education and Library Board.



Applications from students with qualifications other than GCSE will be assessed on the basis of GCSE
equivalence where possible.

Key Dates for Transfer from Junior to Senior High School 2011

Friday 25th February 2011
Last date for return of application forms to SELB.

Monday 18th April 2011
Last date on which parents may inform Senior High School of special circumstances.

Friday 6th May 2011
Senior High Schools issue letters notifying parents of decision about application.

Portadown College,
Killicomaine Road,
Portadown
BT63 5BU

Telephone: 028 3833 2439
Fax: 028 3833 0733
Email: info@pc.portadown.ni.sch.uk
Website: www.portadowncollege.com

Chairman of the Board of Governors: Mr P. Aiken, BA(Hons), DMS, CFCIPD
Principal: Mr R. S. Harper BSc (Hons), MEd, PGCE, PQH(NI), RD

Admission Number 2010-2011 200
Enrolment Number 2010-2011 780
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Sixth Form Prospectus
Welcome
Thank you for your interest in our College. It is an exciting place to be; we hope this prospectus
gives you an insight into what it means to be a student in our unique college, catering for 14 to 19
year olds.

The Sixth Form of Portadown College is one of the largest and most successful in Northern Ireland.
As you read through our prospectus you will learn more about our unique College, the wide variety
of AS/A2 levels on offer, our breadth of extra-curricular provision and the support and guidance you
will receive whilst a member of our College.

Our core values of nurturing the individual, serving our local and global community, encouraging
lifelong learning and respecting ourselves and others, affirm who we are.

We look forward to meeting and working with you.

What Sixth Form means to me…..

I am really enjoying Year 13 at the College. In Sixth Form you definitely have more freedom and
are treated like an adult. I am glad that I only have to study the subjects which really interest
me and that I have been given more responsibilities. I feel that I have got to know my teachers
better and that I have a better relationship with them; this is a common reaction amongst my
friends and we feel that we can trust our teachers. Having study time in the Library or Sixth
Form Centre means that you have time to work on your own in school and it teaches you to be
disciplined with your time. It is a great advantage that you can go out at lunchtime and I am really
looking forward to being able to relax in the Sixth Form Recreation Area at lunchtime in Year 14.
This feels like a great privilege.

Outside of the classroom, I have benefited from taking part in extra-curricular activities. You have
to do this to make the most of your time at the school. There is so much on offer but I am mostly
involved with the play and the choir. House Music is my favourite thing at school. It happens just
before Easter and everyone is encouraged to represent their House musically, whether they can
sing or not – anything goes! It is very competitive but great fun too and we dress up in the
colours of our Houses.

Socially, I have become friendly with people in my year that I have not met before and we have
tried to be welcoming and friendly to the new people from other schools. There is also our Formal
to look forward to in the Christmas holidays. In general, I feel like more of an important part of
the school.

Alex Symington
Year 13

”

“
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AS/A2 Level Studies At
Portadown College2011-2012

Your aptitudes, interests and ambitions
Portadown College offers A level examinations in both traditional and vocational subjects. Vocational subjects such
as Health and Social Care are similar to traditional A levels but have stronger links with the world of work.
Vocational courses contain a greater proportion of assessment by coursework than traditional ones.

All A levels are split into study over two years. In the first year of study, students are examined in 2 or 3 modules
for each subject. In Upper Sixth, the second year of study, students are, once again, examined in 2 or 3 modules
per subject.

A levels are assessed through a combination of examinations and coursework. In most subjects the examinations
carry the significant weight of assessment.

If you enrol with us as a Sixth Former you can choose up to four subjects listed on Page 64. Some students study
four subjects in both Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth; others will continue with three in their second year. Our aim
is to be as flexible as possible, allowing students to tailor their curriculum to their career planning.

Supporting the most able
In recent years it has become apparent that an increasing number of our students wish to study 5 AS Levels in
Lower Sixth and some continue with all 5 into Upper Sixth. We recognise that large numbers of our students are
gifted and talented and make every attempt to meet their needs.

Stretching the very able takes place in a number of ways, in addition to an expanded AS/A2 curriculum:
• critical thinking classes;
• Oxbridge preparation;
• enrichment activities such as Beginners’ Italian and First Aid;
• the Open University Young Applicants in Schools and Colleges Scheme (YASS)
• Mathematics Challenge UK;
• subject Olympiads.

We recognise that not every student will find the transition from GCSE to AS and A2 levels completely smooth. It
is our aim, however, to support students in building the coping mechanisms they need to maximise their potential
in the form of pastoral support, counselling, time management, planning, guided private study, careers advice and
mentoring.

Financial Support
Students from families below a certain income threshold are eligible to apply for an Educational Maintenance
Allowance (EMA). The financial support gained can be used to help with living and travelling expenses and to
buy essential equipment and study materials. Students are required to agree to the conditions of a Learning
Agreement as part of their application.

Essential textbooks and materials are provided free of charge. Students are expected to pay for voluntary
educational visits. However, on occasions, they may be asked to subsidise field trips etc. Examination fees are
paid by the College but re-sits, remarks and recall of scripts are paid for by students.

From your initial application to the production of your final timetable, it is our aim to personalise your
curriculum here. We want to support you in a challenging, useful and relevant choice of subjects
combined with enrichment activities, study time and recreational pursuits.

ACADEMIC, SPORTING, LEISURE FACILITIES
At Portadown College you will have the benefit of a rich range of facilities designed to complement your learning
and develop you as an individual and member of a community.

Particularly relevant in any Sixth Form is access to a wide, rich and appropriate range of resources to extend
learning and engender the skills of independent learning.

The Study Area
This area has been designed to allow students to prepare assignments, research and homework in a quiet,
comfortable working environment which benefits from the supervision of a teacher at all times.

This large facility is adjacent to the Library and Careers Resource Area.

Sixth Form Recreational Area
We are committed to seeing all our students get the most from their academic studies and enrichment
programme. We recognise too the need for independence. Our Prefect Team, Student Forum, Formal Committees
and Common Room Team all allow for the student voice to be heard in the College. A well-equipped, bright,
comfortable and modern recreational area for Year 14 students recognises their position as our senior students.

Catering
The College has a dedicated canteen serving a variety of hot and cold drinks and hot and cold food items at break
and lunchtimes.

Sixth Formers may leave the College at lunchtimes in recognition of their independence and maturity.
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AS Timetable A Level Timetable

There are 10 x 30 minute periods every day.

SETTING GOALS AND ACHIEVING THEM
We are judged on examination performance and are happy to celebrate our successes in this area!

Examination results should be one of the most important criteria in a student’s choice of Sixth Form College.
Portadown College has a long, well-established and celebrated history of academic success. We are particularly proud
of how we have maintained this quality whilst broadening our A level provision to cater for the needs of a wider
range of students.
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MON

Home Economics
KL HEI

Study

Biology
GLY S11

Chemistry
JA S6

Chemistry
JA S6

Study

Mathematics
HAM R7

Study

Home Economics
KL HEI

Home Economics
KL HEI

TUES

Home Economics
KL HEI

Biology
KL HEI

Mathematics
CM R10

Study

Study

Chemistry
JA S6

Chemistry
JA S6

Study

Study

Study

WED

Careers
JC H2

Mathematics
CM R10

Chemistry
JA S6

Chemistry
JA S6

Study

Biology
GLY S11

Biology
GLY S11

Games

Games

Games

FRI

Study

Biology
GLY S11

Study

Study

Home Economics
RW HE2

Home Economics
KL HEI

Study

Biology
GLY S11

Mathematics
CM R10

Mathematics
CM R10

THURS

Study

Mathematics
CM R10

Biology
GLY S11

Biology
GLY S11

Study

Home Economics
RW HE2

Mathmatics
HAM R7

Mathmatics
HAM R7

Chemistry
JA S6

Chemistry
JA S6

MON

Eng Lit
GM R21

History
CP H4

History
CP H4

Study

Study

Music
LD MU

Music
LD MU

Study

Study

Eng Lit
GM R21

TUES

Study

History
CP H4

History
CP H4

Eng Lit
GRE R2

Eng Lit
GRE R2

Study

Study

Music
LD MU

Study

Eng Lit
GM R21

WED

Study

History
CP H4

Eng Lit
GM R21

Study

Study

History
CP H4

History
CP H4

Games

Games

Games

FRI

Music
LD MU

Study

Study

Eng Lit
GRE R2

Home Economics
KL HEI

Study

Biology
GLY S11

Mathematics
CM R10

Mathematics
CM R10

THURS

Study

Study

History
CP H4

Music
LD MU

Study

Eng Lit
GRE R2

Music
LD MU

Music
LD MU

Study

Study
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At ‘A’ Level students excelled with a 100% pass rate in all exams. A total of 12.2% of all grades awarded were

A* compared with NI and UK figures of 9.5% and 8.1% respectively. Three students scored a full set of four A*

grades, Rachel Calvin, Daniel Clarke and Rachel Johnston. Additionally, Kathryn McClure was placed 1st in CCEA A

Level Moving Image Arts, Joanne McNeill 2nd in CCEA A Level Health and Social Care, Danielle Lockhart 2nd in CCEA

A Level Home Economics, while Katharine Holland was joint 2nd in CCEA A Level Music and 3rd in CCEA A Level

Moving Image Arts. A total of 93.7% of all grades were recorded at A* - C, almost 10% higher than the

NI average.

At AS Level 674 exams were entered with a 98.4% pass rate and an impressive 43% recorded at grade A.

AS/A2 Examination Results 2010
A Level 2010
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A2 - Portadown College
CUMULATIVE %

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

A*

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

12

A

44

37

51

44

45

B

71

68

74

76

78

C

90

90

93

95

94

D

98

96

99

99

99

E

99

99.8

100

100

100

NATIONAL AND LOCAL BENCHMARKING ACADEMIC YEAR 2009-2010
A2 Results

CUMULATIVE %

A*

A

B

C

PC

12

45

78

94

NI

9

35

64

84

UK

8

27

52

75

A LEVEL SUMMARY RESULTS 2007-2010

% A – E

99.8

100

100

100

% A - C

90

93

94.5

93.7

* 2010 Results are for A* - E and A* - C

A2 Examination Results 2010

2007

2008

2009

2010*

SUBJECT

Art & Design

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

D&T Product Design

Design and Technology

Drama

Economics

English Literature

French

Geography

Health & Social Care

History

Home Economics

Information Technology

Moving Image Art

Mathematics Further

Mathematics

Music

Physics

Politics

Religious Studies

Spanish

Sport/PE Studies

Travel & Tourism

Percentage per grade

ENTRIES

16

81

6

35

6

12

5

8

29

11

25

40

39

23

62

13

3

66

6

24

13

22

7

11

12

575

A*

3

11

0

8

0

1

1

0

2

1

0

1

0

3

4

2

3

23

1

4

0

1

0

0

1

12.17%

B

5

26

3

5

4

4

2

3

10

6

11

20

10

5

21

5

0

17

2

6

8

7

3

3

4

33.04%

A

7

27

0

19

1

2

0

2

12

2

9

12

23

10

24

4

0

11

1

6

4

10

3

1

1

33.22%

C

0

10

1

3

0

3

2

1

5

1

4

7

5

3

11

2

0

7

2

5

1

4

1

5

5

15.30%

D

1

5

2

0

0

2

0

2

0

1

1

0

0

1

2

0

0

6

0

3

0

0

0

2

1

5.04%

E

0

2

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

0

0

0

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1.22%

% A* - B

93.8%

79.0%

50.0%

91.4%

83.3%

58.3%

60.0%

62.5%

82.8%

81.8%

80.0%

82.5%

84.6%

78.3%

79.0%

84.6%

100.0%

77.3%

66.7%

66.7%

92.3%

81.8%

85.7%

36.4%

50.0%

% A* - C

93.8%

91.4%

66.7%

100.0%

83.3%

83.3%

100.0%

75.0%

100.0%

90.9%

96.0%

100.0%

97.4%

91.3%

96.8%

100.0%

100.0%

87.9%

100.0%

87.5%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

81.8%

91.7%
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AS Examination Results 2010

COME AND SEE FOR YOURSELF
We trust that this prospectus has provided a taste of life at Portadown College. We would warmly extend an
invitation to you to come and see it for yourselves, meet some students and teachers and be given the
opportunity to ask questions and seek advice.

Our Open Afternoon for Prospective Sixth Formers is from 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm on Wednesday,
23rd March 2011.

Please do not hesitate to contact the College Office for further information on 028 38332439.

Subject Entries A B C D E U % A - B % A - C

Art & Design 25 7 11 7 0 0 0 72.0% 100.0%

Biology 89 37 15 24 9 3 1 58.4% 85.4%

Business Studies 14 1 6 4 1 1 1 50.0% 78.6%

Chemistry 37 14 9 3 4 2 5 62.2% 70.3%

Chinese 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 100.0% 100.0%

D&T Product Design 10 5 4 1 0 0 0 90.0% 100.0%

Design and Technology 5 3 2 0 0 0 0 100.0% 100.0%

Drama 4 1 1 2 0 0 0 50.0% 100.0%

Economics 17 5 3 3 2 3 1 47.1% 64.7%

English Literature 55 32 7 14 2 0 0 70.9% 96.4%

French 12 5 3 4 0 0 0 66.7% 100.0%

Geography 20 6 7 7 0 0 0 65.0% 100.0%

Health & Social Care 33 12 13 8 0 0 0 75.8% 100.0%

History 52 37 12 1 1 1 0 94.2% 96.2%

Home Economics 32 25 3 4 0 0 0 87.5% 100.0%

Information Technology 47 32 11 4 0 0 0 91.5% 100.0%

Moving Image Art 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 100.0% 100.0%

Mathematics Further 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 100.0% 100.0%

Mathematics 65 27 20 7 6 3 2 72.3% 83.1%

Music Technology 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 50.0% 100.0%

Music 7 3 3 1 0 0 0 85.7% 100.0%

Physics 29 8 2 10 7 2 0 0 34.5% 69.0%

Politics 32 5 12 9 6 0 0 53.1% 81.3%

Religious Studies 45 12 23 5 4 1 0 77.8% 88.9%

Spanish 11 6 2 2 1 0 0 72.7% 90.9%

Sport/PE Studies 20 2 3 6 5 3 1 25.0% 55.0%

Travel & Tourism 6 0 2 3 1 0 0 33.3% 83.3%

Overall Percentage 42.88% 26.11% 19.29% 7.27% 2.82% 1.63%
per grade

Cumulative % 42.88% 68.99% 88.28% 95.55% 98.37% 100.00%

Some school leavers and sixth formers celebrating success on Speech Day 2010.
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AS/A2 Courses 2010-2011
AS/A2 Subjects

Art and Design

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Design & Technology

Drama

Economics

English Literature

French

Geography

German

Health & Social Care

Home Economics

History

ICT

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Moving Image Arts

Music

Music Technology

Physical Education

Physics

Politics

Religious Studies

Spanish

Technology

Travel & Tourism

This makes a total of 27 subjects.

Planned Timetabled Enrichment Classes*
Astronomy

Bible Studies

Careers Classes
Critical Thinking

Current Affairs

First Aid

Italian for Beginners

Oxbridge Preparation

Private Study

Personal Development

Road Traffic Studies

Sign Language / British Sign Language Level 1

UCAS Planning

YASS (Young Applicants in Schools and
Colleges Scheme) Open University

Young Enterprise

Games to Include:
Aerobics

Canoeing

Cycling

Football

Life Saving

Power-walking

Skiing

Swimming

Weight Training

* The provision of enrichment classes depends on student interest and staff timetables.

COURSE OUTLINES

AS and A2 levels
AS Level courses are one year long and are half a full A level.
A one year AS is a standalone qualification (please note that these subjects may change).
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Art & Design
Examination Board: CCEA

What is the subject about?
The AS and A2 course builds on the art, craft and design experiences gained by students who followed a
GCSE Art and Design specification or other similar qualifications.

It provides a solid foundation for progression of study of art, craft and design at a higher level and for
employment.

It offers a four unit qualification through the exploration of art and design.

It maximises choice, freedom and flexibility within the prescribed criteria.

It allows for stretch and challenge at AS and A2.

Specification
Unit AS 1 Coursework Portfolio

Teacher assessed with external moderation - 60% of AS
Unit AS 2 Externally Set Assignment

Teacher assessed with external moderation - 40% of AS
Unit A2 1 Personal Investigation

Teacher assessment of personal investigation, with external moderation - 50% of A2
Unit A2 2 Externally Set Assignment

Teacher assessment of test, with external moderation - 50% of A2

Arethereanyparticularqualities,skillsIshouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhatkind
of careers can it lead?
Students studying AS and A2 Art and Design need primarily to be imaginative and creative. They should
be able to work independently and make their own critical judgements whilst having a good knowledge
and understanding of Art and Design today and in other times and activities.

Possible Careers – media, graphics, web design, architecture, textile design, fashion-buying, interior design,
teaching and art therapy.

Biology
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Biology about?
A study of plant and animal Biology along with
Microbiology, Genetics and Ecology. Biology is a very
relevant and inspiring subject, with a lot of factual
information, which also requires background reading
in order to put this knowledge into context.

AS and A2 Biology develops essential knowledge
and understanding of the following:

In AS:
Molecules, Enzymes, DNA Technology, Viruses, Cells,
Cell Physiology, Continuity of Cells, Tissues and
Organs. Transport and Exchange Mechanisms (in
both plants and animals), The Adaptation of
Organisms, Biodiversity and Human Impact on
Biodiversity.

In A2:
Homeostasis topics covered include Kidney,
Excretion, Endocrine Control and Osmoregulation.
Immunity, Coordination and Control in plants and
animals. Ecosystems, Community Ecology, Nutrient
Cycling and the adverse impact of human activity in
the environment are also studied. The Biochemistry
of Respiration and Photosynthesis, DNA, Genetics
and Gene Technology. The Five Kingdom
classification completes the course.

Which topics will I study?
AS units:
Unit 1: Molecules and Cells
Unit 2: Organisms and Biodiversity
Unit 3: Assessment of Practical Skills in AS Biology
(Coursework)

A2 Units:
Unit 1: Physiology and Ecosystems
Unit 2: Biochemistry, Genetics and Evolutionary
Trends
Unit 3: Assessment of Investigational and Practical
Skills in Biology (Coursework)

How will I be assessed?
AS Unit 1: written paper 1 ½ hours (40%)
A2 Unit 1: written paper 2 hours (40%)
AS Unit 2: written paper 1 ½ hours (40%)
A2 Unit 2: written paper 2 hours (40%)
AS Unit 3: coursework (20%)
A2 Unit 3: coursework (20%)

Are there any particular qualities, skills I
should have to study this course and to
what kind of careers can it lead?
Basic Maths and Chemistry and a good grade in GCSE
Biology or Double Award Science are needed. When
studied with Chemistry, it leads to a wide range of
options e.g. jobs in medicine and related careers
such as physiotherapy, nursing, research, teaching
and the environment.

66



68

www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

Business Studies
Examination Board: CCEA

What is the subject about?
By studying GCE Business Studies you will gain a broader overview of the world of business, its functions,
behaviour, and the problems and issues that face it.

The AS course can be taken as a final qualification or as the first half of the A level qualification.

If you wish to obtain a full A level qualification, you must complete the second half of the course referred
to as A2.

Q. Why study Business Studies?
If you would like to understand more about how and why businesses operate in the way that they do, then
this course will help you to achieve this.
You will be able to relate what you study to everyday activities such as purchasing goods or the services
you receive, as well as business news reported in the media. This course will help develop skills that you
can take forward into further education or your future career.

Q. What do I need to be able to take this course?
There are no specific requirements, but you would benefit from having a good standard of literacy and
numeracy skills, an interest in problem-solving and decision making exercises and applying your knowledge
to the different questions/scenarios presented within the areas of study.

Q. What will I study?
There are two units at AS and a further two at A2.

AS 1

In this unit you will gain an understanding of the central purpose of business activity and the different forms
of business organisations. You will also study markets, demand and supply, marketing, different types of
quality management, investment and productivity.

AS 2

You will learn about organisational design, communication, motivation, management and leadership styles,
and investing in people. This unit will also cover the role of accounting and financial information and how
this aids decision-making and financial control for businesses. You will study break-even analysis, budgets,
cash flow, variance analysis and final accounts including depreciation.

A2 1

In this unit, you will learn about potential conflict between the objectives of different stakeholder groups
and investigate ways to resolve such conflict. You will also study: business strategy and planning; business
plans; decision tree analysis; and analyse why a business may encounter a crisis and develop a contingency
plan. This unit will also cover the role of accounting and financial information. As part of this unit, you will
interpret company accounts, study ratio analysis and investment appraisal.

A2 2

In this unit, you will study the macroeconomic framework of businesses and how they are affected by
globalisation. This unit will help you increase your knowledge of business ethics and corporate social
responsibility. The unit also covers the area of change – its causes and effects, resistance to change and how
to manage it effectively. The examination for this unit will contain an unseen case study from which you
will undertake a problem-solving/decision-making exercise.

Q. How will I be assessed?
There are a total of four units in this course, two at AS and two at A2. The breakdown of the units is detailed
in the table below.

AS 1: The Competitive Business

Worth 50% of AS 25% of A Level

1 hour 30 minutes external examination paper which
will include two structured case studies

AS 2: Managing Business Resources

Worth 50% of AS 25% of A Level

1 hour 30 minutes external examination paper which
will include two structured case studies

A2 1: Making Business Decisions

Worth 25% of A Level

2 hour external examination paper and will include an
one structured case study

A2 2: The Changing Business Environment

Worth 25% of A Level

2 hour external examination paper and will include an
unseen case study from which you will draw up a report

Q. What can I do with a qualification in Business Studies?
Business Studies can open up a wide range of opportunities for further and higher education or on to a
rewarding career. If you wish to continue the study of Business Studies at degree level, you will need to
complete the full A Level course comprising the two units at AS together with the two at A2.

Through studying this course, you will develop your knowledge and understanding of the world of business.
The course will also help you acquire a range of skills such as: decision making; problem solving; interpreting
and managing information; challenging assumptions; and creating solutions to problems and issues. These
are all skills which are highly sought after and that can be taken forward to any future employment.

This subject can open up career choices in a wide range of jobs, for example in the commercial field such
as retail, marketing, buying; human resources; public sector; professional services such as accountancy or
law; banking, city markets, systems/business analyst, insurance and the media. You may of course decide
to use the knowledge and skills gained through studying this course to start your own business.

UNIT Type of Assessment
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Chemistry
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Chemistry about?
Chemistry is the study of the elements that compose the material world. It is about their properties and
reactions and the properties and reactions of the myriad of compounds that can be made from the elements.
The subject can be divided into a number of main areas, e.g.

• The chemistry of living things - Biochemistry
• The chemistry of rocks, minerals, metals and non-metals - Inorganic Chemistry
• The chemistry of carbon and related synthetic compounds - Organic Chemistry
• The measuring of properties such as melting point, pH etc. - Physical Chemistry

It has been pointed out that to understand why an autumn leaf turns red, or why a diamond is hard, or why
soap gets us clean, requires an understanding of chemistry.

AS and A2 Chemistry develop essential knowledge and understanding of Chemistry by encouraging students
to:
• acquire chemical knowledge and concepts and the skills needed for the use of these in new and

changing situations;
• develop an understanding of the link between theory and experiment;
• be aware of how advances in information technology and instrumentation are used in Chemistry.

Which topics will I study?
AS Modules
Unit AS 1: Basic Concepts in Physical and Inorganic Chemistry
Unit AS 2: Further Physical and Inorganic Chemistry and Introduction to Organic Chemistry
Unit AS 3: Internal Assessment

A2 Modules
Unit A2 1: Periodic Trends and Further Organic, Physical and Inorganic Chemistry
Unit A2 2: Analytical, Transition Metals, Electrochemistry and Further Organic Chemistry
Unit A2 3: Internal Assessment

Arethereanyparticularqualities,skillsIshouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhatkind
of careers can it lead?
The AS/A2 Chemistry qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills inherent in
GCSE. It is normally expected that you will have achieved a GCSE Grade B in Chemistry or Science (Double
Award).

You will need to be able to communicate effectively, research and think critically about chemical problems.

Chemistry is a challenging subject in the post 16 curriculum. It is demanding both intellectually and in
terms of time.

However, its study is definitely worthwhile, not only for its own sake, but because it leads on to many
interesting and rewarding careers such as medicine, veterinary medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, forensic
science and teaching.

This unit is timetabled and is
taken by students under

controlled conditions. The papers
will be marked by the centres to
a CCEA-supplied mark scheme.

Section A consists of two practical
tasks. Section B has a planning
exercise and a number of other
questions that test knowledge

and practical techniques,
observations, and calculations.

At both A2 1 and A2 2, students
sit a written paper. Section A
contains 10 multiple choice

questions and Section B contains
a number of structured questions.

Practical exam consisting of a
planning exercise and practical
exercises. Internally assessed.
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EXAM FORMAT

At both AS 1 and AS 2, students sit
a written paper. Section A contains
10 multiple choice questions and
Section B contains a number of

structured questions.

DURATION

1 .5 hours

1.5 hours

2.5 hours

2 hour

2 hour

2.5 hours

ASSESSMENT
WEIGHTING

35% of AS
17.5% of AL

35% of AS
17.5% of AL

30% of AS 15%
of AL

20% of AL

20% of AL

10% of AL

AVAILABILITY

January &
summer

January &
summer

Summer

January &
summer

Summer only

Summer only

MODULE ASSESSED

AS 1: Basic Concepts
in Physical and

Inorganic Chemistry

AS 2: Further
Physical

and Inorganic
Chemistry and
Introduction to

Organic Chemistry

AS 3: Internal
Assessment

A2 1: Periodic Trends
and Further Organic,

Physical and
Inorganic Chemistry

A2 2: Analytical,
Transition Metals,

Electrochemistry and
Further Organic

Chemistry

A2 3: Internal
Assessment:

Practical
Examination
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Design & Technology
(Product Design)
Examination Board: WJEC

What is Design & Technology (Product Design) about?
The design and manufacture of products.

A course in Design and Technology (product design) offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for
students to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products in a wide range of contexts
relating to their personal interests. Such products can include work in the field of architecture, landscape
architecture, product design, furniture design graphics, fashion and textile design. Students develop a wide
range of skills and knowledge in designing, manufacturing, ICT as well as a good practical experience in
the world of industry.

What topics will I study?
AS Units
Unit 1: Theory of designing, manufacturing and materials.

Unit 2: Design and Manufacture: design and make a model of an interior layout for a shop of your
choice.

A2 Units
Unit 1: Theory: design and marketing of products, sustainability, influence of designers. And

development of new materials and processes.

Unit 2: Designing. Students will be able to design (research, present ideas – sketching, CAD, photography
and formal drawings and evaluate) working with a project of their choice. In Manufacturing,
students will be expected to manufacture their design ideas in both model 2D and 3D form.
Such work can take the form of Architectural models, and products made of wood, metal, plastics
and fabrics.

How will I be assessed?
AS involves 60% coursework which will be assessed by the class teacher and externally moderated by
the examination board. Students will be given deadlines for each section of the assessment and will be
provided with individual feedback for improvement.

The remaining 40% is assessed by a 2 hour examination paper. Candidates are expected to complete six
short questions from ten and one long question from three.

A2 involves 60 % coursework which will be assessed by the class teacher and externally moderated by
the examination board. As was the case for AS, students will be given deadlines for each section of the
assessment and will be provided with individual feedback for improvement.

The remaining 40% is assessed by a 2½ hour examination paper. Candidates are expected to complete
seven short questions from eleven and two long questions from five.

Arethereanyparticularqualities,skillsIshouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhatkind
of careers can it lead?
Qualities: a strong interest in coursework and good time management. You need to be focused and

capable of independent work.
Skills: having the essential Health and Safety training provided at GCSE.

The type of careers that this subject can lead to are based around design. Architecture, interior design,
graphic design, fashion design and product design are the most common.

Technology & Design
(Systems & Control)
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Technology
(Systems & Control) about?
Technology is about the design and application of
systems within industrial and commercial practices.

AS and A2 Technology (Systems & Control) develops
essential knowledge and understanding of Technology.

A course in Design and Technology (Systems and
Control) offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum
for students to identify and solve real problems by
designing and making products in a wide range of
contexts relating to their personal interests. Such
products can include work in the field of electrical
and mechanical engineering, and any career in the
manufacturing sector. Students develop a wide
range of skills and knowledge in designing,
manufacturing, ICT as well as a good practical
experience in the world of industry.

Which topics will I study?
AS units:
Unit AS 1:
Product Design and Systems and Control Technology:
The unit is focused towards product design and
practice as well as systems and their applications
within control systems and industrial and
commercial practice. Topic areas include electronics,
pneumatics, mechanisms, design and
manufacturing.
Unit AS 2:
Product Development: The emphasis of this unit is
on the analysis and development of an existing
product, with a view of re-designing either the
product or an aspect of it. Choice of product is left to
the individual student.

A2 Units:
Unit AS 1:Systems and Control Technology: The unit
builds on the knowledge from previous units and is
focused towards systems and their applications,
selection and application of components and
materials used within control systems and industrial
and commercial practice. The paper evaluates the
student’s knowledge of electrical, mechanical and
pneumatic systems.

Unit AS 2: Designing: The unit requires the student to
identify a problem or opportunity involving a product

need, research into the wider issues of the context
involved, the development and refinement of
innovative design solutions, modelling and
experimental work, leading to the development of a
preferred design. The student is then required to
manufacture their preferred design, before
intensively testing and evaluating the product. The
unit also requires an in depth understanding of
commercial and manufacturing issues.

How will I be assessed?
AS level involves 50% coursework which will be
assessed by the class teacher and externally
moderated by the examination board. Students will
be given deadlines for each section of the
assessment and will be provided with individual
feedback for improvement.

The remaining 50% is assessed by a 2 hour
examination paper. Section A requires candidates to
complete eight questions from generic product
design based themes, while Section B requires the
completion of two questions from either an
electronic or a mechanical/pneumatic based theme.

A2 involves 50% coursework which will be assessed
by the class teacher and externally moderated by
the examination board. As was the case for A/S
students will be given deadlines for each section of
the assessment and will be provided with individual
feedback for improvement.

The remaining 50% is assessed by a 2 hour
examination paper. The candidate will answer two
questions from either the electronic and
microelectronic control systems or two questions
from the mechanical/pneumatic control systems.
This paper is totally a written response.

Are there any particular qualities, skills I
should have to study this course and to
what kind of careers can it lead?
Qualities: a strong interest in coursework and good
time management. You need to be focused and
capable of independent work.
Skills: having the essential Health and Safety
training provided at GCSE.

The types of careers that this subject can lead to are
based around Electrical and Mechanical Engineering
and any career in the manufacturing sector.
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Drama and Theatre Studies
Examination Board: AQA

What is Drama and Theatre Studies about?
Students are encouraged to develop their interest in, and enjoyment of, drama and theatre, both through
experience as audience members and through their development of dramatic and theatrical skills.
Candidates do practical work which is focused on a final presentation to an external examiner, plus
theoretical work on set texts and prescribed theatre practitioners.

AS and A2 Drama and Theatre Studies develop essential knowledge and understanding of drama texts and
theatre in performance, encouraging candidates’ ability to respond critically and sensitively to a range of
texts. Students should emerge as confident and independent interpreters of drama and theatre. They
should assimilate theatrical concepts through practical and analytical exploration of dramatic styles and
theatrical methods.

What topic will I study?
AS UNITS

AS UNIT 1: WRITTEN PAPER, 1 hour 30 minutes
60% of total AS marks, 30% of total A Level marks
Modular examination in May/June of Year 13

Section A - students are expected to write about a live theatre experience which they have had during
the course.

Section B – students respond to their set text, concentrating on either design or performance. Currently
students are studying The Shadow of a Gunman by Sean O’Casey and set in the tenements
of Dublin in 1920.

AS UNIT 2: PRESENTATION OF AN EXTRACT FROM A PLAY
Performed in March of Year 13

This is the practical module and involves a group performance of an extract from a published play. Students
work in groups of between two and eight. This has to be linked to, or inspired by, some aspect of the course.
In recent years, students have adapted the English translation of L’Avare (The Miser), a comedy by the
French playwright Molière, in the style of an innovative and avant garde local company whose work they
have seen at the theatre. Another group performed extracts of a play called 4.48 Psychosis by Sarah Kane
and were influenced by the French Surrealist Antonin Artaud.

The assessment includes preparatory and development work plus supporting notes.

Candidates may choose not to act but contribute to the group performance in one of the following ways:
. directing;
. costume design and production;
. mask design and production;
. set design and the production of a model;
. technical elements – light and/or sound.

A2 UNITS
UNIT 3: FURTHER PRESCRIBED PLAYS INCLUDING PRE-20TH CENTURY

This module is available in January and June of Year 14.
Written Paper: 2 hours
30% of total A Level marks

Section A: Choice of one pre-twentieth century play. Year 14 are studying Tartuffe by Molière.

Section B: Choice of one contemporary play. Year 14 are studying A View from the Bridge by Arthur Miller.
This section is synoptic and requires suggestions for a complete stage realisation of a short
extract from the set text.

UNIT 4: PRESENTATION OF DEVISED DRAMA
March of Year 14
20% of total A Level marks

This involves a group performance of devised drama in groups of between 2 and 8 performers. Assessment
includes preparatory and development work plus supporting notes.
Candidates must research their selected theatrical style.

As at AS Level, candidates may choose to contribute to a group performance using a skill other than acting.
The option list is the same as at AS Level.

How will I be assessed?
The practical modules 2 and 4 have three parts to the assessment:

25% for the final performance;
15% based on the teacher’s monitoring of the preparation and rehearsal process plus the supporting notes.

These are marked internally and moderated by a visiting examiner who awards marks for the presentation
of the extract for the practical examination.

Module 1 is assessed by means of a one hour thirty minute examination which is externally marked.
Module 3 is assessed by means of a two hour open book examination which is externally marked.

Are there any particular qualities or skills
which I should have to study this subject?
Students who have not studied GCSE Drama and have no former dramatic experience can do this subject
and have achieved the top grade in the past. It would, for example, suit a student who is interested in the
technical side of theatrical production, such as sound and lighting, as well as those who wish to augment
their study of English Literature by further exposure to plays and theatrical theory.

Students should have an interest in theatre, or at least be prepared to develop an interest through visits to
the theatre throughout the course. Since the practical work must be group-based, it is imperative that
Drama students have a good attendance record and that they are prepared to learn to express independent
thought and recognise the ideas of others. As a result, Drama students develop confidence, an ability to
work independently and many skills which are increasingly recognised by employers, such as the ability to
solve problems, teamwork, time-management and self-discipline. Social skills are important also, such as
the ability to be constructively critical and to learn to acquiesce to the majority decision. The interpretation
of the written word and how it might be realised in practical performance is challenging and encourages
imagination and creativity. Students work closely with each other and learn about inter-dependence, group
dynamics and responsibility to others. Another essential lesson of the course is how vital it is to meet
important deadlines.

Careers
The skills and confidence acquired during the course are transferable skills. Students often go on to study
Drama at University and English with Drama is a frequent combination of subjects. In the past, Drama
students have gone on to a wide range of careers which have some links back to skills developed on the
course. These include public relations, law, journalism, arts administration at the RSC, teaching and technical
support in the theatre.
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Economics
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Economics about?
Economics is the study of how people, organisations and communities make the best use of scarce
resources. It offers students a subject which seeks to give answers for some of the most important questions
facing a 21st Century society.

These include:
• Why do prices vary between goods?
• Why do some people get paid more than others do?
• How can we deal with environmental issues such as global warming and pollution?
• Why are interest rates and inflation important?
• What is a recession?
• What is the importance of the stock market?
• Should we be concerned about the dominance of large companies such as Tesco?
• How do businesses make decisions about what to produce, prices and profits?
• What impact does the European Union have on us?
• What impact do the internet and globalisation have on our economy?

What topics will I study?
AS Units
AS 1: Markets and Prices
AS 2: The National economy
Each of these units is assessed by an external exam by data response questions and a structured essay.

A2 Units:
A2 1: Business Economics
A2 2: The Global economy
Each of these units is assessed by an external exam by unseen case studies and essays.

Arethereanyparticularqualities,skillsIshouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhatkind
of careers can it lead?

Skills
· An ability to handle and interpret data – written, numerical and graphical
· An ability to construct coherent arguments and present both sides of an argument
· An understanding of, and interest in, current affairs

Careers
Accountancy, finance, business management, marketing, advertising, law or stock-broking.

English Literature
Examination Board: CCEA

What is GCE English Literature about?
English Literature involves the study of literary texts
of different types and periods. It stimulates curiosity
about how language is crafted to convey the nature
of human experiences.

English Literature develops essential knowledge and
understanding of the ways in which authors express
emotions and ideas through the medium of creative
writing. It affords students the opportunity to
engage with a wide range of moral, social and
cultural issues, thus encouraging a deeper
understanding of the contexts in which literary texts
are created and received. Students learn to
articulate independent opinions and judgements,
often informed by research into different
interpretations of literary texts by diverse readers.

Which topics will I study?
AS units:
Unit 1: The Study of Drama (internally assessed
through coursework)
Section A: Shakespeare
This section introduces students to a detailed textual
study of a prescribed Shakespeare play and the
contexts in which it was written.

Section B: The Study of a post-1900 Dramatist
Through the study of two plays by an individual
dramatist written during the twentieth/ twenty-first
century, students will experience opportunities to
engage with a particular playwright’s work by
producing a creative piece in response to their critical
consideration of the selected plays.

Unit 2: The Study of Poetry Written after 1800 and
the Study of Prose 1800-1945
Section A: The Study of Poetry Written after 1800
The poetry component of this unit teaches students
the fundamentals of literary critical concepts and
terminology through close comparative analysis of
two prescribed poets.

Section B: The Study of Prose 1800-1945
This section affords students the opportunity to engage
with critical interpretations of a prescribed novel. They
are also required to demonstrate an appreciation of the
social, historical and cultural contexts which shaped the
creation of their selected text.

A2 Units:
Unit 1: The Study of Poetry 1300-1800 and the Study
of Drama

Section A: The Study of Poetry 1300-1800
This section consolidates the analytical skills acquired
in AS Unit 2 Section A, requiring students to
demonstrate a sustained critical response to poetry,
as well as knowledge of the contexts in which the
poems chosen for study were written.

Section B: The Study of Drama
Through close analysis of two prescribed plays,
students construct a response to different critical
interpretations of both works, evaluating the
dramatic methods and contexts relevant to each.

Unit 2: The Thematic Study of Prose
Section A: Close Textual Analysis
This section requires students to analyse and
evaluate a given extract from a prescribed novel
which they have selected for study during the
course.

Section B: Comparison of Two Novels
Through close comparative analysis of aspects of
style, characterisation, themes and contexts,
students demonstrate the ability to respond critically
to particular readings of the novels studied.

How will I be assessed?
AS Unit 1 is an internally assessed and externally
moderated module which requires students to
produce two written pieces of coursework (each
approximately 1500 words in length).

AS Unit 2 is assessed through external examination.

A2 Units 1 & 2 are assessed through external
examinations.

Arethereanyparticularqualitiesandskills
I should have to study this course and to
what kind of careers can it lead?
English Literature students should enjoy thinking,
reading and writing about texts. Achievement in this
subject will be enhanced by an ability to reflect
critically and independently upon what has been
read.



7978

www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

English Literature continued
Career Pathways
Studying English Literature nurtures the transferable skills of analysis and communication which are
invaluable to most careers. Contrary to popular belief, teaching is not the main occupation of English
Literature students. Many of our former students now pursue rewarding careers in publishing, print
journalism, broadcasting and law. Others have gone into general management, research, consultancy and
the public services.

Geography
Examination Board: CCEA

Why study Geography?
Geography is relevant, stimulating and interesting.
Whether you just want to broaden your
knowledge, plan to continue your studies through
further education, or use this course to start your
career – this course will provide you with the
opportunity to gain transferable skills such as
communication, teamwork, analysing,
investigation, IT and map reading.

Geography involves the study of people and
places. Physical, human, economic, social, moral
and environmental aspects are studied at local,
national and global scale.

AS and A2 Geography develops essential
knowledge and understanding of the variety of
human and physical environments, an
understanding of some of the relationships
between people and their environment, the
multiple use of the environment and its constantly
changing nature.

‘A’ level Geography develops a range of skills
including the ability to analyse problems, make
informed decisions, and skills in data collection,
presentation, analysis, interpretation and
evaluation through practical fieldwork. Students
are encouraged to become responsible members
of the community and to appreciate and respect
the environment in which they live.

What topics will I study?
AS UNITS:
AS Unit 1 - This unit has two sections. In Section A
you will learn how to collect data first hand from
physical and human environments by using
equipment, surveys or questionnaires and use this
information to provide a written report. In Section
B you will study physical processes and systems
and human interaction with them. This will be
through a range of scales and in a range of places.
The focus will be on rivers, ecosystems and
weather.

AS Unit 2 - This unit is divided into two sections.
Section A will focus on data collection and
processing. In Section B you will study human
processes, systems and outcomes. This unit will

study various aspects of population; rural and
urban environments; and development.

Through both of the AS units you will learn how to
analyse and interpret maps and other imagery as
well as how to develop your data processing skills
such as drawing annotated sketch maps.
A2 UNITS:
A2 Unit 1This unit has two sections. In Section A,
there are three optional units from which you
choose two.
Option A: Impact of Population Change, Option B:
Planning for Sustainable Settlements, and Option
C: Issues in Ethnic Diversity.

In Section B, you will have the opportunity to
investigate global issues and debates that relate to
our sustainable future. In this section there will be
four themes and you will be required to study one
of them which will include undertaking fieldwork
using primary data collection techniques.

A2 Unit 2 There are two sections in this unit.
Section A has three optional units from which you
will choose two.

Option A: Fluvial and Coastal Environments, Option
B: The Nature and Sustainability of Tropical
Ecosystems, and Option C: The Dynamic Earth.

Section B is a decision-making exercise which will
take the form of a case study with a variety of
resources. You will then use the skills and
techniques you have developed to evaluate the
results of analysis and through examining this
information, consider alternative choices.

Type of Assessment
AS 1 - Physical Geography (including fieldwork
skills)
Worth 50% of AS 25% of A level
1 hour 30 minutes external examination paper and
will include an assessment of fieldwork. Available
in the January and summer series

AS 2 - Human Geography (including skills and
techniques)
Worth 50% of AS 25% of A level
1 hour 30 minutes external examination and will
include an assessment of skills and techniques.
Available in the January and summer series.

ASSESSMENT FORMAT

Internal assessment: two pieces

External examination (2 hours):
Section A – open book
Section B – closed book

External examination
(2 hours): Section A – extract provided

Section B – closed book

External examination (2 hours):
Section A – extract provided

Section B – closed book

UNIT

AS UNIT 1

AS UNIT 2

A2 UNIT 1

A2 UNIT 2

WEIGHTINGS & MARKS

40% AS
20% A Level

60% AS
30% A Level

50% A2
25% A Level

50% A2
25% A Level
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Geography continued Government & Politics
A2 1 - Human Geography and Global Issues
Worth 25% of A level. 1 hour and 30 minutes external examination paper
Available in the January and summer series.

A2 2 - Physical Geography and Decision-Making
Worth 25% of A level. 2 hours and 30 minutes external examination paper.
Available in the summer series.

What can I do with a qualification in Geography?
Studying Geography will also help you gain a greater understanding of, for example, people and places,
weather systems, tourism, global energy and sustainable development.

This course can help you to develop a wide range of skills that are attractive to employers. An example
would be that it can help to develop your skills in investigating, collating and evaluating information and
being able to contribute to important debates on the current issues facing our world today.

You may just wish to study Geography for your own personal interest, but if you wish to continue the
study of Geography at degree level, you will need to complete the full A level course comprising the two
units at AS together with the two at A2

Many of the topics or issues that you will study will be reported in the media, for example,
environmental concerns such as volcanoes, pollution, flooding, earthquakes and global warming. This
close link between studying Geography and what is going on in the world around you could lead you
perhaps to a career in environmental work or with an aid agency.

Many geography students go on to have successful and interesting careers such as urban planners,
cartographers, GIS specialists, climatologists, environment managers, weather forecasters, researchers,
teachers, demographers or in environmental management.

Examination Board: CCEA

What is Government
and Politics about?
This is the study of political systems
in Northern Ireland, GB and the
USA. It also involves the study of
political thinking.

AS and A2 Government and Politics
develop essential knowledge and
understanding of politics.This course
concentrates on developing skills
rather than knowledge. Students look
at motivation behind action and develop
ways to argue their case. Much of the
work will be carried out through group
discussion which can be reported orally
or in written form.

What topics will I study?
AS units:
Unit 1: The Government and Politics of NI
Unit 2: The British Political Process

A2 Units:
Unit 3: Comparative Government UK and USA
Unit 4: Political Power

How will I be assessed?
School based assessment is by:
· essay writing;
· presentation;
· group work;
· regular trial examination.

Exam assessments by four written examinations

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course?
The course develops communication skills, both oral and written, but students do need to have a
good understanding of English.
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Health and Social Care
Examination Board: CCEA

What is this subject about?
This is an exciting course if you are interested in working with people. The content is varied and ranges
from promoting quality care; communication in care settings; promoting good health; complementary
therapies; caring for the elderly; understanding human behaviour; anatomy and physiology in practice;
mental health issues.

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed by a mixture of internally assessed portfolio assignments and external assessment in
the form of written examination papers. It is anticipated that those following this course will undertake their
work experience placements in a care setting.

Are there any particular qualities or skills I should have to study this course?
You should enjoy working with others, communicating orally and in written form, planning your own
learning and meeting deadlines.

To what kind of careers can it lead?
A GCE in Health and Social Care can offer you the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and understanding
that provide a broad educational basis that will advantage you when entering into employment or higher
education within the health and social care sector. The specifications examine the structures which exist
within Northern Ireland in the health and social care sectors and explore issues which have regional,
national, European and global dimensions.

This course provides a pathway to degree level study in the caring professions and to working with people.
It is useful for all kinds of careers as the key skills of communication, analysis and diagnosis are inherent
in the content. Those interested in careers such as nursing, radiography, midwifery, counselling, social
work, teaching, policing or paramedical work may find this course of particular interest and help. Those
considering the study of Biology or HE may find this a particularly complementary course.

Unit Content and Assessment Information
AS Unit 1 - Promoting Positive Care - This unit provides you with the opportunity to examine how legislation
impacts upon the rights and responsibilities of clients and carers. It focuses on how practices within one
health, social care or early years setting promote the positive care of clients and how staff in the chosen
setting apply the principles of the Care Value Base. Internal Assessment involves a written report on the
chosen setting.

AS Unit 2 - Communication in Care Settings - This unit gives you the opportunity to learn and practise
communication skills. You will observe communication skills in a care setting and carry out two interactions.
Internal assessment involves a written report on the chosen setting.

AS Unit 3 - Health and Well Being - This unit gives you the opportunity to learn about health and well
being and the factors which affect it.

You will learn about:
• concepts related to health and well-being;
• factors affecting health and well-being;
• health promotion and the approaches used;
• organisations which contribute to the promotion of health and well-being;
• the importance of recognising and challenging negative attitudes and prejudices.

Assessment – 2 hour external examination.

A2 Unit 8 - Monitoring Body Systems - This unit gives you the opportunity to carry out a practical
investigation in which you will monitor the physiological status of two individuals, exhibiting good practice.
You will examine the structure, function and control of the two body systems that you have monitored. You
will also investigate the diagnosis and treatment of an illness/disease. Internal assessment involves a
written report of your investigations.

A2 Unit 9 -Providing Services - This unit gives you the opportunity to learn about the way in which health,
social care and early years services are organised.

You will undertake a 2 hour external examination based on pre-release material which will be made
available 8 weeks prior to the examination.

A2 Unit 10 - Health Promotion - This unit gives you the opportunity to plan, implement and evaluate a small
scale health promotion activity which you may carry out individually or in a small group. You will investigate
the reasons behind health campaigns and identify regional and local health promotion priorities. Internal
Assessment involves a written report of your activity.

Summary:
The GCE Health and Social Care specifications provide:
• a combination of AS and A2 Units;
• an applied vocational dimension;
• opportunities to enable progression for study at further and higher education, training and employment;
• opportunities to enable students to apply their knowledge in realistic Health and Social Care contexts;
• opportunities for the development of the transferable skills necessary in a changing and dynamic

working environment.
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History
Examination Board: CCEA

What is History about?
The study of events, actions of individuals and
thinking of others in the past.

AS and A2 History develop essential knowledge and
understanding of History.

This course concentrates on developing skills rather
than knowledge. Students look at motivation behind
action and develop ways to argue their case. Much
of the work will be carried out through group
discussion which can be reported orally or in written
form.

What topics will I study?
AS units:
Unit 1: England 1520-1570
Unit 2: Spain and Europe 1556-1592

A2 units:
Unit 3: Anglo-Spanish Relations 1509-1609
Unit 4: England 1570-1603

How will I be assessed?
School based assessment is by
(A) Essay writing
(B) Presentation
(C) Group work

Regular Trial Examinations in Year 13 and Year 14.

Exam assessments by four written examinations.

The course develops communication skills, both oral
and written, but students do need to have a good
understanding of English.

Home Economics
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Home Economics about?
GCE Home Economics focuses on the health and
well-being of people in their everyday lives. The
course will help enable you to address increasingly
complex challenges related to human needs and the
management of resources to meet those needs.

The AS (Advanced Subsidiary)/A2 structure of this
GCE means you can study for the AS level award,
completing units AS 1 and AS 2, and then decide if
you wish to continue to A2 level where you will
complete the two additional units: A2 1 and A2 2.
This will lead to an award for the full Advanced GCE.

Why study GCE Home Economics?
The course will enable you to develop and
demonstrate your knowledge, understanding and
skills of factors which impact upon us as humans –
for example, resource management to meet human
needs in a diverse and ever changing society; rapid
technological changes and the growth of scientific
knowledge and understanding.

What do I need to be able to take
this course?
A good standard GCSE in Home Economics (or
equivalent) is useful and desirable but not essential.
A genuine interest in current social and consumer
issues and an enthusiasm for learning will help you
in this course.

What will I study?
Unit AS 1 Nutrition for Optimal Health
You will study micro and macro-nutrients and other
dietary constituents:
• Protein
• Fat
• Carbohydrate
• Vitamins
• Minerals
• Micro-minerals
• NSP
• Water

This unit will also look at nutritional considerations
through the life span.

Unit AS 2 Priority Health Issues
You will study current research in relation to diet and
health, mental health and sexual health. This unit
will also cover targets, strategies, initiatives and
campaigns for optimizing health.

Unit A2 1 Consumer Issues
Focuses on the main consumer issues in today’s
society:
• food safety issues;
• ethical issues;
• financial management issues;
• consumer information;
• consumer protection and redress.

Unit A2 2 Research-based assignment
You choose a research area from any of the other 3
units (AS 1, AS 2 or A2 1) and produce a report of no
more than 4,000 words.

WhatcanIdowithaqualificationinHome
Economics?
This GCE course provides a solid foundation for
higher education courses in Home Economics, other
related subjects and for a range of careers in areas
such as dietetics, hospitality, leisure, teaching, food
management and supply, food technology and
consumerism.

How will I be assessed?
Assessment involves students demonstrating
knowledge and understanding of the specified
content, applying knowledge and critical
understanding to problems and issues arising from
familiar and unfamiliar contexts. It includes analysing
problems, issues and situations using appropriate
skills and evaluating issues and arguments from a
range of sources and using these to support
informed judgements.

AS 1 Nutrition for Optimal Health
- 50% of AS 25% of GCE
One examination (1 hour 30 minutes)
AS 2 Priority Health Issues
- 50% of AS 25% of GCE
One examination (1 hour 30 minutes)
A2 1 Consumer Issues - 25% of GCE
One examination (2 hours)
A2 2 Research-based assignment
- 25% of GCE
4,000 word research-based assignment
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ICT
Examination Board: CCEA

What is ICT about?
• Developing an understanding of the main principles

of solving problems using ICT.
• Developing an understanding of the range of

applications of ICT and the effects of their use.
• Developing an understanding of the organisation of

computer systems including software, data, hardware,
communications and people.

• Acquiring the skills necessary to apply this
understanding to developing computer-based
solutions to problems.

What will I study?
The AS is the first part (year one) of the full (two years)
Advanced GCE course and is assessed at a standard
appropriate for candidates who have completed half of
the full Advanced GCE course.

The A2 is the second part (year two) of the full (two
years) Advanced GCE course and is assessed at a standard
appropriate for candidates who have completed the full
Advanced GCE course.

The full Advanced GCE comprises the AS and the second
half of the Advanced GCE course referred to as A2.
However, the AS can be taken as a standalone
qualification without progression to A2.

The A2 is assessed at a standard appropriate for
candidates who have completed a full A level course and
includes an element of synoptic assessment.

The Advanced GCE award will be based on the
aggregation of the marks from the AS (50%) and the A2
(50%) examined over two years. An A* will be awarded
to the candidates who attain an overall grade A in the
qualification and an aggregate of at least 90% of the
uniform marks across the A2 units.

How will I be assessed?

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course?
The AS course builds on, but does not depend upon, the knowledge, understanding and skills developed
through a programme of study in GCSE ICT.

It would be advantageous to have studied ICT to GCSE level and preference will therefore be given to those
students who have ICT at GCSE level.

To what kind of careers can this course lead?
This specification takes into consideration opportunities for progression to:
• career paths that lead to professional ICT management;
• career paths that relate to the responsible use of ICT involving the management of people;
• people-orientated and socially aware fields of study; specialist academic study of IT/computer systems;
• advanced study of modern technology-based systems.

Mathematics
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Mathematics about?
Mathematics is about the study of
patterns in shapes and numbers.
There is an emphasis on the ability to
reason logically and use Mathematics
as an effective means of communication.

AS and A2 further develop the knowledge
and problem-solving skills acquired in
GCSE Mathematics and Additional
Mathematics. These skills and techniques
are used to model and solve real life
problems. At this level you should begin
to appreciate the relationships between
different areas of Mathematics and realize the
relevance to other subjects and areas of work.

What topics will I study?
AS units:

Unit 1: Pure Mathematics: indices, surds, quadratic algebra, graphs and their transformations, coordinate
geometry of straight line, basic differentiation

Unit 2: Pure Mathematics: coordinate geometry of the circle, sequences, trigonometry, logarithms, basic
integration

Unit 3: Mechanics: equations of motion, Newton’s laws, friction, equilibrium, moments, impulse and
momentum

A2 Units:
Unit 1: Pure Mathematics: rational functions, further graph transformations, trigonometric

identities, parametric and Cartesian forms of curves, exponential functions, further differentiation,
numerical methods

Unit 2: Pure Mathematics: functions, further trigonometry, differential equations, techniques of integration,
vector algebra

Unit 3: Mechanics: vectors and mechanics, vector calculus, variable acceleration, projectiles, circular motion,
work, energy and power

How will I be assessed?
The method of assessment will be by a 1½ hour written examination in each of the modules. Each module will
be equally weighted.

Arethereanyparticularqualities,skillsIshouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhatkind
of careers can it lead?
You should have good numerical and problem-solving skills and you will also need a strong understanding of
algebra. Finally, you should already enjoy Mathematics!

An A level in Mathematics will be essential for careers in Mathematics, Physics or Engineering and would also be
useful if considering a career in architecture, accountancy, business, economics, finance or computer programming.
It can also be used, together with other sciences, when considering a biological or medical career.

ASSESSMENT

2 hour external
Examination paper

Internal Assessment
of 2 compulsory tasks

Internal Assessment
of Examination paper

Internal Assessment
of a project

WEIGHTINGS & MARKS

40% AS
20% A Level

60% AS
30% A Level

50% A2
25% A Level

50% A2
25% A Level

UNIT

AS UNIT 1
Components

of ICT

AS2
Developing
ICT Solutions

A2 1
Information

Systems

A2 2
Approaches
to Systems

Development

AVAILABILITY

January and Summer

Summer only

January and Summer

Summer Only
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Further Mathematics
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Further Mathematics about?
This allows you to take a second Mathematics A level. This is an extension of the material covered in AS and A2
Mathematics and is particularly suited to able mathematicians who wish to become highly proficient in this
subject. Further Mathematics provides an excellent background for further study in Mathematics, Physics and
Engineering. It is also designated as a “desirable” subject for some highly competitive university courses in
Economics.

What topic will I study?
AS/A2 Units
Unit 1: Further Pure Mathematics: matrices, groups, coordinate geometry of circle, complex numbers

Unit 2: Further Pure Mathematics:series, induction, coordinate geometry of parabola and ellipse, further complex
numbers, differential equations

Unit 3: Statistics: Collection and presentation of data, measures of average and dispersion, probability, discrete
and continuous probability functions, binomial, poisson and normal distributions

Unit 4: Further Pure Mathematics: integration, hyperbolic functions, vector geometry

Unit 5: Mechanics: Centres of mass, relative velocity, elastic strings, further work, power and energy, simple
harmonic motion

Unit 6: Mechanics: Further centres of mass, systems of forces, frameworks, dimensions, universal law of
gravitation, further circular motion, Newton’s law of restitution.

Various combinations of 3 of these units will be awarded an AS. All 6 units are required for an A2 award.

How will I be assessed?
The method of assessment will be by a 1 ½ hour written examination in each of the modules. Each module will
be equally weighted.

Modern Languages
(French, German, Spanish)
Examination Board: CCEA

French, German and Spanish are all available in the College. The content of all three subjects is broadly similar
and those studying two languages will find a useful overlap in ideas.

What are A level Languages about?
Advanced level Languages study is about further developing ability to communicate in and understand French,
German and Spanish. It also provides the opportunity to learn about the society and culture of the countries where
these languages are spoken.

What topics will I study?

AS topics include
Relationships - family life and pressures, working parents, personal relationships, young people’s problems.
Health and Lifestyle – diet & exercise, drugs, smoking, dealing with stress, interests , travel.
Young People in Society – friendship, school, future career, media, religion.

A2 topics include

Citizenship – equality, discrimination, poverty, immigration, conflict, multiculturalism.
Environment – conservation, pollution, energy.

How will I be assessed?
There is no coursework element. Students are assessed in the four skill areas: speaking, listening, reading and
writing. There are two units at both AS and A2 level and the final mark for A2 is the total gained over all units.

Unit 1: Speaking
AS - a presentation drawn from the topics: a general conversation relating to the candidate’s life and interests.
A2 – a discussion on a film/ region/culture/ historical period; a general conversation.

Unit 2:
(i) Listening
(ii) Reading comprehension
(iii) AS - translation into English

A2 - translation into the language
(iv) AS – an essay on one of the topics

A2 - one essay on a novel/play

Arethereanyparticularqualitiesorskills I shouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhat
kind of careers can it lead?
AS Language Studies build on the knowledge and skills achieved at Higher level GCSE and a good standard is
recommended.

Modern Languages are a vital skill in a global market. They can enhance employment prospects if added to other
skills and expertise e.g. teaching, interpreting, tourism, hospitality, business, industry, finance, politics, law and ICT.

Students who were Northern Ireland runners-up in the Mathematics Team Competition at QUB.



9190

www.portadowncollege.com PortadownCollegeProspectus2011-12

Moving Image Arts Music
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Music about?
AS and A2 Music develop essential knowledge and
understanding of the many aspects of Music. Pupils
have opportunities to develop composition and
performance skills to a higher level and study several
topics in more depth, looking at the social and cultural
context to works and composers. At AS level five set
works are studied for the aural perception paper
alongside a more in depth appreciation of the various
periods of music. Works not specifically studied will
also be assessed in the examination.

What topic will I study?
The following areas will be studied over the course of
two years:

• Performance
• Composition
• Music for Orchestra 1700-1900
• Music for Solo Piano 1825-1890
• English Secular Music 1580-1600.

How will I be assessed?
Composition is project-based, submitted in April and
examined by CCEA. Performance is assessed by an
external examiner from CCEA in school. Candidates
should note that grade 6 standard pieces are required
for AS level and grade 8 standard pieces are required
for A2. Aural perception is a listening examination held
in the music room or a suitable venue. The written
examination consists of one short score question and
one essay question examined with other candidates in
the examination hall.

Two units (or modules) are studied for AS and a further
two are studied for A2.

OPTION A

OR

OPTION D

Core Solo or ensemble performance and viva voce

+ composition task and commentary

Core composition task and commentary

+ solo or ensemble performance and viva voce

5-8 mins

1.5 - 2 mins

2.5 - 3 mins

3-5 mins

120 marks

72 marks

120 marks

72 marks

AS UNIT 2 (36% of AS, 18% of AL, 108 marks in total)
This consists of an Aural Perception Test and a Written Examination.

3 questions on unfamiliar music, 1700-present
1 question on music related to Music for Orchestra 1700-1900
1 question on one or more set extracts from Music for Orchestra 1700-1900

SET EXTRACTS from Music for Orchestra:
Bach: Brandenburg Concerto no. 2 in F, 1st movement
Mozart: Symphony no. 40 in G minor, 1st movement
Haydn: Symphony no. 94 in G (Surprise), 2nd movement
Beethoven: Violin Concerto in D op. 61, 3rd movement
Dvořák: Symphony no. 5 in E minor (from the New World) op. 95, 2nd movement

AURAL PERCEPTION TEST 1 HOUR 54 MARKS

Examination Board: CCEA

What is Moving Image Arts about?
Moving Image Arts is the study of films and filmmaking through the process of making your own short live action
film or animation. Moving Image Arts is a combination of all other art forms (performance, musical, visual, physical,
lyrical, textual). This subject aims to develop imaginative, creative, and expressive skills through the use of a range
of professional software used in the industry.

Moving Image Coursework is hands on. Candidates create a short live action film or animation at AS and A2 and
produce materials to support their production. They will experiment with various filmmaking techniques and
styles. Candidates will analyse film sequences, past and present, and will sit an on-line theory exam.

What topics will I study?
AS units:
Unit 1: Creative Production: Foundation Portfolio
Unit 2: Critical Response

A2 Units:
Unit 3: Creative Production and Research: Advanced Portfolio
Unit 4: Critical Response and Specialisation

How will I be assessed?

AS UNIT 1 (64% of AS, 32% of AL, 192 marks in total)
Two options (A OR D) will be made available for AS music Unit 1.

MODULE

AS1 (Coursework)

AS 2 (Exam)

A2 1 (Coursework)

A2 2 (Exam

% of AS

70

30

70

30

LEVEL

AS

50%

A2

50%

% OF FULL GCE

35

15

35

15
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Music continued

Short score extract from Music for Orchestra 1700-1900 (27 marks)
1 essay question (27 marks) on a chosen Area of Study
(Area of Study: Music for Solo Piano 1825-1890)

WRITTEN EXAMINATION 1 HOUR 15 MINS 54 MARKS

A2 UNIT 1 (30% of AL, 180 marks in total)
Two options (A OR D) will be made available for A2 music Unit 1. .

OPTION A

OR

OPTION D

Core Solo or ensemble performance and viva voce

+ composition task and commentary

Core composition task and commentary

+ solo or ensemble performance and viva voce

10-12 mins

2-3 mins

3-4 mins

5-8 mins

112 marks

68 marks

112 marks

68 marks

A2 UNIT 2 (20% of AL, 120 marks in total)
This consists of an Aural Perception Test and a Written Examination.

2 aural perception questions on unfamiliar music, approx. 1450-present
1 contextual-style aural question on unfamiliar music, requiring an extended answer highlighting aspects of
style, form, genre, period etc.
2 aural perception question on set extracts from Music for Orchestra in the 20th century (Compulsory Area of
Study)
SET EXTRACTS from Music for Orchestra in the 20th century:
Debussy: Prélude à L’après-midi d’un faune
Stravinsky: Overture, Gavotte and Vivo from Pulcinella Suite (1949 rev. edn)
Bartók: Concerto for Orchestra, 4th movement
Bernstein: Cha-cha, Meeting Scene and Cool from Symphonic Dances from West Side Story.

AURAL PERCEPTION TEST 1 HOUR 60 MARKS

Short score extract from Music for Orchestra in the 20th century (30 marks)
1 essay question (30 marks) on a chosen optional Area of Study
(Area of Study: English Secular Music 1580-1600).

WRITTEN EXAMINATION 1 HOUR 30 MINS 60 MARKS

Arethereanyparticularqualities,skillsIshouldhavetostudythiscourseandtowhatkind
of careers can it lead?
Students wishing to study Music will be expected to develop research skills, show independence of thought and
an ability to work on their own and with others. Meeting deadlines is an essential part of Music, especially with
regard to performances and composition. Good communication skills are also vital with respect to performance.
Students studying Music should have a general love of music which should be evident through involvement in
extra-curricular activities both inside and outside of school.

Career opportunities are wide ranging due to the skills developed through the study of Music. Music strengthens
one’s ability to listen critically, evaluate, research, appreciate the value of context, write, analyse, apply technology,
compose, present and perform. All these skills are transferable to many careers not specifically related to Music
(e.g. research based careers, administration). Specific music related careers include performing, composing,
arranging, arts administration, concert hall management, promotion of the arts, recording industry, music therapy,
classroom teaching, peripatetic teaching, television and radio presenting and researching.

Music Technology

Career Pathways
Because Music Technology develops many skills, the course provides useful experience for students wishing to
study related subjects in higher education such as sound engineering, technology, ICT, Music and teaching. The
A Level Music Technology course has the support of higher education institutions for those wishing to study
Music Technology and Sound Recording and Production at a degree level.

UNIT 1

UNIT 2

AS COURSE: 1ST YEAR AS WEIGHTING A- LEVEL WEIGHTING

Coursework Portfolio 1 of
3 tracks
Listening and Analysis

70%

30%

35%

15%

UNIT 3

UNIT 4

A2 COURSE: 2ND YEAR A- LEVEL WEIGHTING

Coursework Portfolio 2 of 3 tracks

Analysing and Producing

30%

20%

Who is this course aimed at?
Music Technology is attractive to students who:
• have an interest in music performing, arranging and

composing with technology as a tool;
• are interested in learning how to record their own

compositions using software, electronic instruments
and recording equipment;

• are interested in working in the recording, sound
engineering or popular music fields.

Entry Requirements
For this course, it is most desirable that you have
completed GCSE music with a grade B or above.
Alternatively, it would be advantageous for students to
have keyboard playing proficiency to Grade 3 or above
and to have both music reading and listening skills. It is
therefore recommended that students have
competently achieved Grade 4 music theory and Grade
3 in a practical instrument. It would be advantageous
for students to have keyboard playing proficiency to
Grade 3 or above.

What will I study?
Music Technology is a practical and rigorous subject in

which you will learn how to:
• produce performances using sequencing software

(Logic) in a range of popular music styles (e.g. RnB,
Synth Pop);

• make high quality recordings using digital
workstations, appropriate microphones and quality
sound recording equipment in our new recording
studio;

• learn how to utilise technology to assist and
enhance composing and arranging;

• to appreciate and evaluate the use of technology in
a musical context since 1910, including popular
music genres throughout the decades.

How will the learning take place?
Portadown College encourages initiative, creative input,
problem solving and investigative skills. The Music
Technology course meets these aims through:
• theoretical studies and demonstrations;
• group work in workshops;
• individual IT projects;
• structured listening;
• research and essay writing;
• mini-projects and coursework portfolios.

How is Music Technology Assessed?
The full Music Technology course has two units per year.
UNIT 1 AS Music Technology Portfolio 1
This coursework consists of three tracks based on
popular music genres: a sequenced performance using
keyboard playing, a multi-track recording and a song
arrangement. Each unit has a time limit and must be
completed under supervised conditions.

UNIT 2 AS Listening and Analysing
This consists of a 105 minute examination examining
musical and technological elements in popular music
styles from 1910 onwards.

UNIT 3 A2 Music Technology Portfolio 2
This coursework builds upon the skills acquired in Unit
1. Students will again complete three recorded music
tracks: a sequenced integrated performance, a multi-
track recording and a composition.

UNIT 4 A2 Analysing and Producing
This unit takes the form of a 2 hour examination and
will allow students to demonstrate their knowledge of
Music and the principles of Music Technology through a
series of written commentaries, manipulations and
production tasks using material provided on an
examination paper and recorded on an audio CD.
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Physics
Examination Board: CCEA

What is Physics about?
Physics explores questions like how did the universe start?
How will it end? What is a black hole? Is time travel
possible? If you have an enquiring mind, always asking why
things happen, then Physics will help you find the answers.

It forms the basis of most modern technologies and holds
the future to global well-being. There is a wide range of
careers for which Physics provides a good initial training,
many of them using the methodology of Physics: the
logical approach, the ability to build and test models and
the numerical and problem-solving skills, which are
inherent in a Physics student. The more obvious career
directions for a Physics student include academic and
industrial research, working in Physics-based industries
such as electronics, alternative energy development or
communications, and the critical and growing area of
Medical Physics. Physicists are also in demand, particularly
for their analytical skills, in the City in a range of financial,
fund management and research roles, in the law, in
management consultancy, as weather forecasters,
computer programmers and, in a major shortage area, as
Physics and Science teachers.

Entry requirements for AS Physics
As well as having at least a grade B in GCSE Physics or DA
Science, due to the mathematical nature of many aspects
of the course, it is essential that potential students have
at least grade B in GCSE Mathematics at Higher Level
with GCSE Additional Maths also being desirable.

*GCSE Foundation Level Mathematics in NOT a suitable
platform for progression into the study of Advanced
Level Physics.

AS and A2 Physics develop essential knowledge and
understanding of:
• AS – forces, motion, projectiles, momentum, energy,

electric current and voltage, circuits, resistance and
the potential divider, medical physics, practical work.

• A2 – momentum, energy, gases, oscillations and
waves, fields, capacitors, magnetic effects, electron
physics, nuclear physics, nuclear fusion and particle
accelerators, practical work.

What topics will I study?
AS Units
Unit AS1: Forces, Energy and Electricity
Unit AS2: Waves, Photons and Medical Physics
Unit AS3: Practical Techniques

A2 Units
Unit A2 1: Momentum, Thermal Physics, Circular Motion,
Oscillations & Atomic and Nuclear Physics
Unit A2 2: Fields and their Applications

How will I be assessed?
AS 1&2 1hr 30min written paper – 37% of AS & 18.5% of
final A Level mark each.
AS 3 Practical 1hr 30min practical test – 26% of AS &
13% of final A Level mark.

A2 1 & A2 2 1hr 30min written paper – 37% of A2 & 18.5%
of final A Level mark each.
A2 3 Practical 1hr 30min practical test – 26% of A2 & 13%
of final A Level mark.

Are there any particular qualities, skills I
should have to study this course and to
what kind of careers can it lead?
About one third of all Physicists work in public service
industries, one third in private industry and one third in
secondary and higher education. Some Physicists work on
problems at the frontiers of knowledge; others tackle the
challenging problems which arise in the application of
physical ideas to industrial and engineering problems -
offering personal satisfaction as great as that from work in
'frontier' physics. If you want to go for the best paid jobs,
according to a survey of members of the Institute of
Physics, the highest paid sectors are finance,
telecommunications and the electrical industry.

The following is a list of typical sectors where physicists
are found:

• Research and Development
• Medical Physics
• Astronomy and Astrophysics
• Geophysics
• Meteorology
• Finance
• Teaching

Entry to most degree courses requires 2/3 A levels (or a
suitable combination of A and AS-levels) including Maths
and Physics. Since there is a shortage of applicants, grade
requirements in some universities are not high but all
departments will consider good grades in Mathematics to
be equally important to good grades in Physics. Additional
qualifications in Mathematics may be an advantage in
gaining a place on a Physics course. Your future matters.
So, if you have an enquiring mind, enjoy a challenge and
like solving problems, give yourself the best chance by
studying Physics - the subject of the future. From the
smallest part of the human body to the great clusters of
galaxies, Physics helps us to understand how our world
works. The applications, like the career opportunities, are
infinite. Employers today actively seek out people who can
prove their ability to think logically, understand complex
ideas and apply them to the real world. Whether you want
to pursue a career in Science, the media, education,
business or a host of other fields, Physics can help give you
the edge.

Religious Studies
Examination Board: Edexcel

What is Religious Studies about?
AS and A2 Religious Studies aim to develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, a rigorous study of religion. Students will
develop understanding of the principal methods by which religions and spirituality are studied.

What topics will I study?
AS Unit 1: Religious Studies- Foundations: Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

AS Unit 2: Religious Studies- Investigations: The Study of Philosophy of Religion

AS Unit 3: Religious Studies- Developments: Philosophy of Religion and Ethics

AS Unit 4: Religious Studies- Implications: The Study of Philosophy of Religion

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Unit 2 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 15 minutes.
Unit 3 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 45 minutes.
Unit 4 is assessed by a written examination with a total time of 1 hour 15 minutes.

Are there any particular qualities, skills I should have to study this course?
Religious Studies students should enjoy thinking, reading and writing about issues. The ability to debate, discuss and
analyse will enhance achievement in this subject.

To what kind of careers can it lead?
The study of this subject can lead to law, journalism, teaching, research, religious life and public services.

Below: A stained glass window photographed on the Religious Studies trip to Rome.
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Sport and Physical Education
Entry Requirements:
GCSE Grade A is recommended in Physical
Education. Alternatively, GCSE Grade A in Biology
(triple award), together with a genuine interest
in sport (i.e. you must be presently playing
competitive sport on a regular basis) are also
accepted.

Course Units:
AS Level
Unit 1 PHED 1
Opportunities for, and the effects of, leading a
healthy and active lifestyle.

Unit 2 PHED 2
Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as a
performer and/or in an adopted role/s.

AS Level
Unit 3 PHED 3
Optimising performance and evaluating
contemporary issues within sport.

Unit 4 PHED 4
Optimising practical performance in a
competitive situation.

How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: 60% of AS Level, 30% of A level

Unit 2: 40% of AS Level, 20% of A level

Unit 3: 30% of A level

Unit 4: 20% of A level

Why choose Physical Education?
• This specification builds on the students’ experience from GCSE to enhance their knowledge and increase their

understanding of the factors that affect performance and participation in Physical Education. The qualification
should equip students with skills and knowledge required for higher education or the world of work.

• The specification offers students the opportunity to experience and develop an interest in a variety of roles in
sport such as performer, official and/or leader/coach at AS and then be able to specialise in one at A2.

• The content of the course will address current contemporary topics in sport such as the impact in the use of
ergogenic aids, technology and the increasing commercialisation of sport.

Travel & Tourism
Examination Board: AQA

What is Travel and Tourism about?
Travel and tourism is one of the world’s fastest growing industries, with over two million people employed in
tourism-related industries in the UK. This course enables students to gain an understanding of key pathways in
the travel and tourism industry. This includes developing knowledge of travel and tourism terminology, tourist
destinations, business theory and the interactions between tourists and their environment.

What topics will I study?
AS Travel and Tourism
Module 1 - Inside Travel and Tourism
This unit introduces you to travel and tourism and develops an overview of the travel and tourism industry and
associated organisations. The topics studied include:
• defining travel and tourism and the main types of tourism;
• factors that have led to the development of the tourism industry;
• different sectors of the travel and tourism industry;
• relationships within the travel and tourism industry.

Module 2 - Travel and Tourism – A People Industry
This unit introduces you to customer service as provided by travel and tourism organisations. It helps you
understand how important training and induction are in preparing staff to provide customer service. It will give
you an opportunity to investigate aspects of customer service in a chosen travel and tourism organisation. The
topics studied include:
• how new staff are inducted into a travel organisation;
• customer service role-plays;
• product knowledge required by employees;
• evaluating skills needed to deliver good customer service.

Module 3 - Travel Destinations
This unit is about main travel destinations in Europe and North America. You will be able to locate where the
popular destinations are and identify the main transport routes and travel times to these places. You will also have
the opportunity to consider the advantages and disadvantages of a variety of travel options for different types of
tourists. Topics studied include:
• a range of tourist destinations;
• research skills;
• tourist generating and receiving areas;
• tourist appeal;
• different types of transport.

The nature of the course is that in order to understand the travel and tourism industry, students must actively
experience the environment. This will be achieved, where possible, through visits to external organisations, outside
speakers and trips.

How will it be assessed?
One third is examination based and the other two thirds are based on portfolio work throughout the year.
Module 1 – This is assessed by a two hour examination that contains short-answer and extended answer
questions. It is worth 90 marks and makes up a third of the total AS marks.

Module 2 – This is assessed by a coursework portfolio on a selected travel and tourism organisation. It is worth
60 marks and makes up a third of the total AS marks.

Module 3 – This is assessed by a coursework portfolio comparing different travel destinations. It is worth 60 marks
and makes up the remaining third of the total AS marks.
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Travel & Tourism continued

A2 Travel and Tourism
A2 Travel and Tourism builds on the skills developed at AS level. It is split into three further units each worth a
third of the marks available at A2 level.

Unit 8 – Travel and Tourism Project
This is a portfolio assessed unit. In this unit students have the opportunity to work as part of a team to plan and
carry out a real travel and tourism project. It involves organising a travel excursion to a destination of choice.
Students plan, research, cost and time-manage the project and complete a portfolio based on the business plan,
involvement, feasibility and evaluation of the project.

Unit 9 – Travel and Tourism – People and Quality
In this unit students will learn about the ways in which travel and tourism organisations manage customer service
delivery. It will involve visits to a range of travel and tourism industries looking at how customer service is
delivered, health and safety, the law and dealing with complaints. It is assessed in a pre-release examination
paper.

Unit 10 – Current Issues in Travel and Tourism
This is a portfolio assessed unit. In this unit students will learn about issues that are current and are affecting travel
and tourism at the time of study. An in-depth investigation of one issue is completed evaluating its impact on
travel and tourism and the industry’s responses to it.

Are there any particular qualities or skills I should have to study this course?
The course is designed to stimulate interest and enjoyment whilst allowing students to develop independent
learning skills. Students will be encouraged to plan, execute and evaluate their own work. As a result of this,
skills and qualities such as initiative, organisation, problem-solving, teamwork skills, communication skills, ICT
skills, the ability to research and work independently and to meet deadlines will be of use in studying this course.

What careers can it lead to?
A wide range of careers will be open to students studying this course. Some examples include:
• careers within the travel and tourism industry e.g. travel agents, conference planning, resort representatives;
• business management;
• marketing, personnel, customer service;
• careers within hospitality, leisure, retail, media or finance.
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Students on the Art/RE trip to Rome in December 2010.
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Most of our young people go on to Further Education. Here is a list of the most popular courses:
• Medically Related Science
• Business
• Engineering
• ICT and Computing
• English

A High Standard of Achievement at ‘A’ Level with Careers Support
There is no doubt that the transition to third level education is made easier if students have applied to
appropriate courses and their grades in August match the offers which universities have made.

When results are published, a specialist Careers team is here to support students in clearing or deferring
applications. The vast majority of our students make this transition seamlessly; however, it is reassuring for
them to know support and expertise is at their disposal.

Destinations

Admissions Policy
Students wishing to transfer to Portadown College for Sixth Form courses should contact the Principal.
Interested students will be invited to visit the College on the Open Day.

Criteria for Admission after GCSE (16+)

Students wishing to transfer to Portadown College for Sixth Form Courses should contact the Principal.
Interested students will be invited to visit the College on the Open Day.

Admission will be based on:

Evidence of academic attainment based on externally validated examinations. A minimum of 3 Grade B
and 5 Grade C GCSE passes are required (“the Minimum Academic Criteria”). It is preferable to have GCSE
grades A/B (or equivalent) in those subjects to be taken at Advanced Level.

Availability of places in chosen subjects or courses.

The admissions criteria for admission after GCSE will be applied by the Principal on behalf of the Board of
Governors. Students who are currently members of the College and who have attained the Minimum
Academic Criteria will be offered places in preference to students from other schools. Students from other
schools who meet the Minimum Academic Criteria will be offered places on the basis of rank order of
achievement in descending order based on total points (A* = 4 points, A = 3 points, B = 2 points and C = 1
point) and their entry is subject to places being available and / or the Principal requesting additional places
from DENI with the support of the Southern Education and Library Board.

Applications from students with qualifications other than GCSE will be assessed on the basis of GCSE
equivalence where possible.

February
2011

Prospectus 2011-2012 available. The prospectus will be distributed to all local secondary schools
without a Sixth Form. Students at any school may phone and request a copy and this will be sent out.
23rd March 2011 – 2.30-3.30 pm OPEN AFTERNOON

April 2011 Students asked to return completed application forms by end of April 2011.

Students who have submitted an application form will be called for an informal chat about their
interest in Portadown College’s Sixth Form.

May 2011

GCSE Results available: Thursday, 25th August 2011
Thursday 25th August 2011 – 2.00-4.00 pm: external applicants to confirm results.
Thursday, 1st September 2011: Portadown College to confirm offers to students subject to DENI and
SELB approval if in excess of approved enrolment numbers.

August 2011

Admissions sub-criteria
Should there be more applications at any time than places available the following sub-criteria will be applied
to identify the students to be admitted in the following order:-

1. Brother/sister in attendance at Portadown College.

2. Eldest child in the family.

3. Brother/sister previously attended Portadown College.

4. Initial letter of surname (as entered on birth certificate) in the order set out below:-

E M Y K T S L Mac Z Q O G N A Mc I H F V P R W D B C U J X

5. In the event of surnames beginning with the same initial letter the subsequent letters of the surname
will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical order of
the letters of the forenames (as entered on birth certificate) will be used.

6 If applicants are still tied after this then priority will be determined amongst them by a method of
computerised random selection capable of leaving a clear audit trail.

The information in this prospectus is correct at time of publication and may be subject to change.
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